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Cotter Officer Serving in Kuwait 
By Mo Mosley 

 
The following is a press release from the 3rd Army:  
“CAMP ARIFJAN, Kuwait (June 14, 2007) –  
Lt. Col. Lynn D Baker, G35 Future Operations, and Spc. Kawanna Wardlow, Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, 3rd Army, stand beside the birthday cake commemorating the 232nd 
birthday of the U. S. Army. Baker and Wardlow were the oldest and youngest Soldiers present 
and together cut the cake, carrying on the tradition of passing the torch from old to young”. 
 
Lt. Col. Lynn Baker is a resident of Cotter and lives with his wife, Pearl, in Rainbow Heights. 
Lynn was called back to active duty from retirement to serve this tour in Kuwait. We wish Lynn 
a safe and productive tour and will welcome him home upon his return.  
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City Council Notes 
by Mo Mosley 

 
The Cotter City Council met at 6 PM on June 
28, 2006. The agenda was as follows: 
                                               

1. Call to order: Time___________ 
2. Approval of previous minutes. 
3. Invocation and pledge 
4. Acknowledge the award given to the 

city by the Municipal League 
5. Discuss the proposed ordinance 

regarding adopting the International 
Bldg. Code. 

6. Set a date for a workshop regarding 
codification of city ordinances. 

7. Discuss schooling for the building 
inspector. 

  
INFORMATION 

1. Mayor to address ordinance number 
2004-04 regarding use of fireworks. 

2. Discuss ordinance 2003-5, regarding 
yard debris and action taken at this 
time. 

3. July 29th the T-Buckets will be in Big 
Spring Park. 

 
After the normal opening formalities the mayor 
announced that the city received another Four 
Star award from the Municipal League in 
recognition of outstanding performance in the 
areas of safety, equipment and property 
protection, as well as lost time and medical 
losses. Congratulations to all city employees 
who made this happen. 
 
The discussion was long on Building Code 
Ordinance No. 2007-07. The ordinance, which 
includes adoption of eight Arkansas state 
codes and will go into effect immediately, led 
to discussion about projects already underway 
in the city. It appears that projects underway 
will not fall under the new ordinance. The 
ordinance was passed after some discussion 
on how many times it should be read before a 
vote. The ordinance will be posted in town and 
explanation will be available at City Hall. 
 
 

 
July 10th was selected as a date for a council 
workshop to approach codification of 
ordinances. 
 
It was announced that Ronnie Smith will be 
the building inspector. He was at a training 
course last week, and will receive additional 
training in the fall to provide him with complete 
building inspector certification.   
 
The Fireworks Ordinance will be posted on the 
board outside City Hall so citizens can stay in 
compliance during the 4th of July celebration. 
 
Ordinance 2003-05 (yard cleanup) is currently 
being enforced. We still have problems in 
some areas. 
 
The T-Buckets club will be in town for a picnic 
and a sock hop July 20 and 21. 
 
As a caring citizen of Cotter, I encourage all 
the people of Cotter to attend City Council 
meetings. The June meeting had nine people 
in attendance. If you are interested in what 
happens in your town, City Hall is where you 
should be on the fourth Thursday of every 
month. The city runs on your taxes. Come and 
see how your money is spent. 

 
 



            3 

 

Volunteers Needed 
 
 
 
 

The Cotter Area Chamber of Commerce 
seeks volunteers to staff the new office.  
 
If you have a friendly smile, general 
knowledge of the area (e.g. where is City 
Hall, Spring Park, etc.), two hours to spare 
each week, and would like to help, sign up 
at the Chamber Office or call Iva Duggins at 
435-6789 or stop in to see Iva at Firehouse 
Antiques next to the Post Office.  
 
Volunteer time slots are 10 AM – Noon, 
Noon – 2 PM, and 2 PM to 4 PM. Your help 
will be greatly appreciated. You do not have 
to be a member of the Chamber, but all 
citizens are invited to join. You don’t have 
to be a business owner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chamber Chatter 

By Iva Duggins 

 
Well, we’ve done it! Cotter Area Chamber of 
Commerce, CACC, has an office. The June 1st 
Grand Opening ribbon-cutting celebration 
went well. It was a traffic-stopping event! Well 
almost¾ many people stood in the middle of 
2nd street during the ribbon cutting. 
 
Peggy Hammack enjoyed the honor of cutting 
the ribbon and reading a note from the mayor, 
who could not attend due to a prior 
commitment: 
 

“To the Chamber: I want to congratulate 
everyone on all of your hard work this year. 
All of you have done a really good job of 
working together and getting things done. 
When you open this door to your new 
office, I hope it opens doors to new 
opportunities for the Chamber and for the 
City of Cotter. Congratulations again, 
David McNair, Mayor”. 

 
Approximately fifty people attended the 
celebration. The office hummed with 
excitement as cake and refreshments were 
served. People inspected our new home, 
which includes a large entrance stocked with 

brochures, the office proper, and a room that 
will serve as a Cotter History Museum. Many 
historical photos are already on display. 
 
The office is the result of a generous donation 
by Peter and Jan Peitz, and is located in the 
Peitz Building at 2nd and Combs Streets. 
Access is through the 2nd Street, street-level 
entrance.  
 
Plans are to have the office open from 10 AM 
to 4 PM Tuesday through Saturday in June 
and July (and possibly through September or 
October). We extend a special thank you to 
those who have volunteered.  
 
A new sign was placed at the corner of 
Harding Boulevard and 2nd Street to point the 
way to the Chamber Office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for new chamber office. 
Left to right: Judy Sharp, Wanda Fielding, Janice 
Dubois, Fred LaGrand (First Federal Bank), Peggy 
Hammack, Iva Duggins (Chamber President), 
Sharon Peters, and John Dubois. 
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News From Cotter Volunteer Fire Department 
By Fire Chief Whittington 

 
We are fortunate to have had plenty of rain 
recently so that the chances of brush fires are 
substantially reduced. I would like to remind 
everyone that if you decide to burn yard waste 
(other types of burning are illegal), be 
responsible and have a hose or other water 
source near by. Also, be sure that there are no 
hazards nearby that could create a serious 
fire. We recently responded to a fire call that 
could have been disastrous. A person had 
started burning yard waste about thirty feet 
from a large propane tank. Unbeknownst to 
that person, the tank had a very slow leak, 
which resulted in the tank starting to burn. The 
fire spread to an adjacent storage building, 
and the wall of the building and some of its 
contents were destroyed. Fortunately, the tank 
did not explode and the house did not become 
involved in the fire. These people were very 
lucky.  
 
If you are planning a controlled burn, it is a 
good idea to contact the non-emergency 
number affiliated with 911 (424-6119) to notify 
them of your plan to burn. That helps us to 
know which fires are controlled if a passing 
motorist spots smoke and calls it in. Many 
hours have been spent by our volunteers 
throughout the year chasing reported smoke 
(particularly in rural areas) only to arrive and 
find that it was an unreported controlled burn. 
A call like that could possibly result in slowing 
our response to a real emergency in which 
someone's life is at stake. 
 
We are fortunate to have a very dedicated 
group of volunteer fire fighters in the Cotter 
Fire Department, as well as in the 
Cotter/Gassville Rural Fire District and the 

Gassville Fire Department. Unfortunately, we 
have lost a couple of men in our department 
recently because they have moved out of our 
area due to their employment. If you or 
someone you know would be interested in 
joining our department, please contact me 
(870-656-1187) for more information.  
 
Our department responds to fire emergencies 
as well as medical emergencies. The number 
of medical emergency calls continues to 
increase, keeping this group busy. Last year, 
we responded to just over 300 calls during the 
year. This year to date, we have responded to 
140+ calls. We serve this community 24/7, 
that is, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It can 
be hard work and sometimes inconvenient, 
but it can also be very rewarding and 
personally fulfilling.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Carolyn Gill and Sue Whittington receive a gift of 
$500 from Flippin Walmart. Walmart matched funds 
raised by the auxiliary chili supper. 
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TROUTCAPITALUSA.NET 
by Margaret Stammer 

 
A large crowd attended the unveiling of the 
Cotter Area Chamber of Commerce Co-op's 
exciting marketing plan to put Cotter “on the 
map,” at McMullen Hall, ASUMH on Tuesday, 
June 19, 2007. Peter Peitz, marketing director 
for the Co-op, gave an overview of the 
program that unites the businesses of fishing, 
tourism, antiques, arts and artisans in a 
concerted effort to promote Cotter as a 
destination¾ a place to visit, vacation, shop, 
live, start a business. The plan is expected to 
generate more business for the Co-op's 
members. 
 
The highlight was a presentation of the 
website now on the worldwide internet: 
www.troutcapitalusa.net. Visit the site and you 
will be impressed! Tell your out-of-town friends 
and relatives about it and help spread the 
good news. 
 
Also introduced was a colorful and informative 
brochure designed to drive people to the web, 
a promotional video clip now being shown on 
AETN, channel 6 TV, and a professionally 
designed exhibit booth. Brochures will be 
distributed to members and are also available 
for pick-up at the new Chamber office on 
Second Street. 
 
A special thank you goes to the City of Cotter 
for their endorsement and contributions of 
support. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
T-Buckets 

(to the tune of “Shrimp Boats are Coming”) 
by Carolyn Gill 

 
T-Buckets are coming. 
     Their cars are in sight. 
T-Buckets are coming. 

Oh, what a delight. 
T-Buckets are coming. 

What fun for tonight! 
 
 

The T-Buckets will be in town July 20 and 21. 
Everyone is invited to view the cars in Big 
Spring Park between 6 and 9 PM, and then 
join in the fun at the North Arkansas Youth 
Center from 9 to 11:30 PM where the Cotter 
Area Chamber of Commerce is hosting a 
1950’s Sock Hop. There is a $5 entry fee. For 
more details, call Carolyn Gill at 435-2207. 
 
The T-Buckets are expected to be coming 
from Buffalo City into Cotter on Hwy 345 (Old 
Cotter Road), then into Big Spring Park. 
Approximately 250 cars are expected. 
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Cotter Girl Scout Junior Troop 
#476 Continues to Shine 

Information Submitted by Madeline Tucker 

Adults and youth from several local 
organizations celebrated National River 
Cleanup Week (June 2-10, 2007) by "Joining 
Hands" to clean up a segment of our beloved 
Crooked Creek. Described as “the blue-ribbon 
small-mouth stream of the state,” Crooked 
Creek passes through typical Ozark 
landscapes, including several small 
communities, on its way east to the White 
River. 

The clean-up was organized by members of 
Friends of the North Fork and White Rivers 
which partners with several agencies and 
organizations to preserve, restore and 
enhance the North Fork and White Rivers. 
  
Two Girl Scout troops joined forces to share in 
this activity. Karla Fresia enlisted the help of 
Yellville Mayor Shawn Lane. Together they 
selected the site for this clean-up, identifying 
the stretch of Crooked Creek that runs from 
the Arkansas Game and Fish Access and 
continues around the park and ballfield. Cotter 

Junior Troop #476, led by Mrs. Madeline 
Tucker, joined the Yellville Brownie and Junior 
Troop #720/195, led by Ms. Fresia and 
assisted by Ms. Felice Dennis. 
 
In addition to actively picking up trash along 
this route, the group shared education about 
our water resources. The care and sharing of 
our water resources was discussed. It was 
decided that “we all live downstream!” 
 
Sarah DeVries, Source Water Protection 
Technician with the Arkansas Rural Water 
Association, provided educational packets for 
each girl's family. Packets included 
information on: 

·  What is a watershed  
·  If your home has a septic system  
·  Litter Lasts poster  
·  I Love My World (ADEQ Environmental 

Quality Coloring Book)  
·  Waterfowl and Wildlife booklets from 

AGFC  

This action by the girls will likely earn them the 
95th Anniversary badge, "Girl Scouts Make 
the World a Better Place."  
 
The Twin Lakes Chapter of Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans provided all the resources 
needed to carry out the effort, including 
banners, caps, and T-shirts.  
 
To top it all, a pizza party was held at the 
Yellville Park Pavillion. A great time was had 
by all! 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Left to right - top row: Demanda Dean. Emily 
Fletcher. Lexie Camacho. Nancy Mills. Paige Miller. 
Left to right - bottom row: 
Destinee Camacho. Sunsine Tucker. Rachel 
Rasmussen 
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Spotlighting Cotter History 
by Wanda Fielding 

 
In 1967, Cotter’s mayor, Rex Bayless, began referring to this little town as “The Trout Capital of the 
World.” In 1993, the Arkansas General Assembly passed Act 740, stepping back a bit on Bayless’s 
claim, but officially proclaiming Cotter “The Trout Capital of the USA.” Today, the Cotter Area 
Chamber of Commerce Co-op is working hard to spread the word.  
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New Building 
By Mo Mosley 

 
Perhaps you have noticed the building being 
built at the corner of US 62/412 and Ryan 
Road. The picture above was taken while 
workers from Tom Davenport Concrete and 
Construction removed forms from the 
foundation of the new structure. The building 
is being built by Steve Copeland of Yellville. 
The building will have 11,000 square feet of 
space. Mr. Copeland’s building will house a 
4,000 square foot fitness center and have 
another 7,000 square feet of commercial 
space. The fitness center will be accessible 
for use to members around the clock and will 
be managed by Mrs. Copeland. The fitness 
center will contain state-of-the-art machines, 
as well as tanning beds. The remaining 7,000 
square feet of space is not yet under contract, 
but will be before opening. In conversation 
with Mr. Copeland, he indicated he planned to 
be open in October of this year. The TCN 
welcomes the Copeland’s to Cotter and 
wishes them much success in their endeavor.  
 

See Cotter on TV 
by Jan Peitz 

 
Fifteen-second 

commercials for the Cotter 
Area Chamber of 
Commerce Co-op, 

promoting Cotter as Trout 
Capital USA, will air in 

July on AETN during the 
Bill Moyers and NOVA 
programs, Tuesdays at 8 

PM. Tune in and see your 
home town on public TV. 

 
 
 
Cell Phone Collection 
 
 
 
 
If you have old cell phones cluttering up your 
house, we’ve got a solution. All old, unused cell 
phones, including bag phones, can be recycled. 
With the support of several area businesses, the 
Saturday Club of Cotter will set up collection 
boxes. Proceeds from the recycling will benefit 
Serenity House. Drop off cell phones with 
chargers and other accessories at Citco in 
Gassville and at Phone Connection in Mountain 
Home by C&K Clothing, or contact any Saturday 
Club Member. 
 

Flight of Fancy Creations 
Irene Lenihan 

233 Combs Ave., Cotter AR 72626 
 

Bead weaving, custom wedding party 
jewelry and custom scrapbooks 

 

870 435-2487 
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Cotter Artisans Shine at Show 
By Theresa Mosley 

 
The Area Art Club held its annual art show at Pinkston 
Middle School during Mountain Home’s Red, White, and  
Blue Festival. Cotter artisans were well represented. 
Among those with art on display were Margi Beaver, 
Jane Flowers, Devin Glueck (Cotter High School 
Art Teacher), Duane Hada, and Margaret Stammer. 
 
The art show, held on Friday, Saturday and Sunday,  
June 29- July 1, included photographs and paintings in oil, 
acrylic, and watercolor, as well as works in pastel and mixed 
 media. Live music and refreshments were provided and  
various artists were on hand to discuss their work and the  
Area Art Club.
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Cotter’s Witches Hat Water Tower 
on Historical List 

by Deb Peterson 
 
On May 29, 2007, Mayor David McNair proclaimed May as National 
Preservation Month and called upon the people of Cotter to join the 
nation in recognizing and preserving our historical places. A 
celebration at City Hall was held to recognize the official listing of 
Cotter’s Witches Hat Water Tower on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The designation increases the city’s chances of receiving a 
grant to preserve the tower.  
 
The Arkansas Historic Preservation Program includes the following 
history of the tower: 
 

“The introduction of US Highway 62 opened a new access to the town and stirred growth in the 
community. It was believed that Cotter would become a major metropolis for northern Arkansas and 
a gateway between Batesville, Arkansas and Branson, Missouri. In the same year, the 
transportation advanced a step further, when the state approved the construction of a new bridge 
over the White River. This new bridge, named the Ruthven Bridge, remains the only example of a 
rainbow arch reinforced concrete bridge in the state.  
 
A few years later, along US 62, the Public Works Administration began construction on the Cotter 
Water Tower. According to the Sanborn insurance maps there were no water facilities prior to the 
construction of the water tower in 1935. There was a spring in Cotter that was the city’s primary 
source of drinking water. Rex Bayless, the former mayor of Cotter, remembered buying a barrel of 
water from the spring at the cost of 25 cents per barrel. The only other sources of drinking water 
were two wells, and often people would drink water off the roof of houses. 
 
A description of Cotter in the mid 1930s in the Baxter County Chronicles gives Cotter credit for 
being the largest town in Baxter County: ‘with a population of 1,200, it had surfaced streets, twenty-
four hour electric service, and one of the best municipal water plants in North Arkansas.’” 
 
Our water tower is the third Cotter landmark to be included on the register. The Cotter Bridge was 
listed in 1990, and the Old Cotter High School Gymnasium, now the Youth Center, was added in 
1995. All three listings can be seen online. Visit www.arkansaspreservation.com, and search for 
Cotter. Source footnotes for the above excerpt can be found on the Arkansas Preservation website 
also.  
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Trout Capital News Announcement 
By Mo Mosley 

 
In an effort to increase this newspaper’s value to the community, the Trout Capital News 
Association is initiating a question and answer column and offering advertising. 
 
Q & A Column 
This column will be open to anyone with questions about the local area and the happenings within. 
Each question will be assigned to a member of the association and a response will be provided. If 
we can’t answer the question ourselves, we will seek help in the right place to get the correct 
answer. Hopefully this column will provide some help, maybe a little levity, and an avenue to 
promote harmony. We will be accepting questions beginning July 1, 2007, with the first responses 
published in the August TCN. Name and phone number is not required with submission if you chose 
to be anonymous. The name may be withheld from publication by request. Questions should be 
mailed to: Trout Capital News, PO Box 238, Cotter, AR  72626 
 
TCN Ads 
We will offer advertisement space of two types: business ads and personal ads. Until now, business 
ads were limited to business card size. Larger-size ads will now be available. Personal ads such as 
garage sale announcements and “FOR SALE” ads are now available. The Trout Capital News is 
non-profit and all members of the association are volunteers. All revenues are used toward 
publishing the paper. 
 
Charges for business ads will be as follows: 
 

Ad Size 1 Month (1 Issue) 1 Year (12 Issues) 
Business Card Size $10 $100 
Quarter Page $25 $250 
Half Page $50 $500 
Full Page $100 $1000 

 
 
Charges for personal/“ FOR SALE” ads will be as follows:   
    

Six to ten column lines: $10 per month (1 issue) 
Five column lines or less: $5 per month (1 issue) 

                                    
Example $10 ad:  
For Sale: Supreme River Boat and trailer.                             
Live wells, dry storage areas, operator seat, 
and three four-leg fishing chairs. 15hp electric 
start Evinrude, gas can and battery. This 
complete rig is river ready to go fishing. It has 
been garage kept and has low operating 
hours. $3500 in Cotter 435-XXXX. 

Example $5 ad: 
Sectional couch with a Queen Size 
hide-a-bed for $300. End tables and lamps in 
good condition. Asking $25. In Cotter 435-
XXXX. 
 
 

 
All advertisements must be received by the publishing cut-off time of the last Tuesday of the month. 
Mail advertisements with a check to Trout Capital News, P. O. Box 238, Cotter, AR  72626 
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       Coming Events  
 
Chamber of Commerce Meeting  
3rd Tuesday each month 
8 AM White Sands Restaurant  
Regular City Council Meeting    
4th Thursday each month 
6 PM City Hall 
Farmer’s Market 
Every Thursday 
9 AM to Noon at park on Hwy 62/412 by the 
blue water tank. 
Jul 20 & 21  T-Buckets  
See story on page 5. 
 
 

 
                                                                                       
                                                                                         
 

This newsletter is published by the Trout Capital News Association and focuses on 
organized activities. It is printed by H&S Printing. It is also published electronically at 
www.troutcapitalnews.com. The paper is published monthly, or as often as cash flow allows. 
Our circulation is currently 350.  
 
The mission of the new Trout Capital News is to promote Cotter and report news of 
importance to Cotter citizens. The association invites all of you to send news, articles, 
pictures, ideas, and/or suggestions to the Trout Capital News at P. O. Box 238, Cotter, AR 
72626 or e-mail to editor@troutcapitalnews.com. The editorial deadline is 4:30 p.m. on the 
last Tuesday of each month. Donations to the paper are welcome. 
 
You may also contact any association member with news:  
Publishers: Mo and Theresa Mosley 
Editor: Deb Peterson 
Online editor: Judy Sharp 
Distribution and Promotion: Jerry and Marilyn Morris 

 
Trout Capital News Association, P.O. Box 238, Cotter, AR  72626 

 
Fireworks in City Limits  

 
According to ordinance ORD 04-04, which is 
posted on the bulletin board outside City Hall, 
fireworks may be set off between June 25t and 
July 2 between 8 AM and 10 PM and on July 3 

and 4 between 8 AM and 12 midnight. Fireworks 
may be set off only on your own property or on 
other properties with written permission. 
Fireworks may not be set off on other dates 
except as allowed by the ordinance. 
Misdemeanor penalties of $50 to $250 will be 
assessed per each violation of the ordinance. To 
read the complete ordinance, stop by City Hall.  
 
 


