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Cotter Schools Among The Safest!

by Mo Mosley

Arkansas Policy Foundation, a nonprofit foundation out of Little Rock, reports that Cotter
School District is among the least violent in the state. The most recent report covered the
period of 2003- 2006, and Cotter had one assault reported during the 2004- 2005 school year.
Cotter Superintendent Dr. Don Sharp said of his career working in other districts, “I have
worked in several, and Cotter has the least fights, and playground fights. | was amazed with
how well everyone gets along here when | started.”

This is another product of Cotter Schools of which we can all be proud. This is a direct
reflection of the leadership demonstrated by our teachers, principals, superintendent and
school resource officer (SRO). Hats off to all of these leaders. When you see one of these

people, to whom we have entrusted our youth, let them know you support them and appreciate
their efforts.




City Council Notes > g

by Mo Mosley /

Work Session: 8/16/07
Topics Discussed

Purchase a dump truck. The truck in
use at present does not have enough
power and will not haul a full load up
the Cotter hills. The plan is to purchase
a used (300K miles) truck cab and
chassis, then adapt it to a dump truck
by modifying the frame, adding a dump
bed, and proper hydraulics. The city will
get $5,000 for the old dump truck. The
replacement cab and chassis will cost
$7,500, and an estimated $15,000 will
complete the changes to make it a
dump truck. Money for this project will
be obtained by a loan at the best rate
available.

Purchase a new Dodge Durango for a
police car. Funds have been
accumulating from court fees that were
earmarked for buying major items as
needed by the police department.
Purchase will be on a three-payment
plan over a two-year period. The new
car will replace the Chevrolet now in
service, which would be kept and used
as a city car.

Moving city bank accounts from First
National Bank to First Security Bank.
All accounts were discussed and the
recommendation was to move the
accounts in an effort to receive better
interest rates.

Regular Meeting: 8/23/07
Agenda and Results

Consider changing financial institutions.
The city currently banks with First
Federal Bank. First Security offered
higher interest rates than those in
place. This was discussed at the work
session on 8/16/07. The higher interest
rates were matched by First Federal at
a later date and the question was to
move or not to move. Council voted to
move all accounts except the CDs,

which will be left until maturity. With this
action, Cotter’s long association with
First Federal comes to an end when the
CDs mature.

The dump truck proposed in the work
session was discussed and approved.
The total amount of money approved
was not clear to this observer, but it
was enough to equip the truck.

The council approved a dollar-per-hour
pay raise for the Public Works
Supervisor to cover his efforts doing
building inspections in support of the
new building code.

A resolution to show Cotter’s support of
the new county library was read by the
City Clerk and approved by the Council.
A report on Justin Morrow, a city
employee injured in a work-related
accident, indicated he is doing well and
will return to work on Monday, August
27. The accident remains under
investigation.

Purchase of a computer program for
preparing monthly financial summaries
that contain more information and are
more readily understandable was
approved. The cost is a few hundred
dollars.

A reminder that school has begun and
we must all be more cognizant of
children on the move.

There was minimal discussion of an
amphitheater in the park. This is a
project that will require a lot of planning
if it is to happen.

City ordinances for codification have
been returned to Little Rock and
information will follow.

Tree City USA was discussed. The city
received signs, flags, and a framed
proclamation from the Tree City
organization in the last month. The
Mayor passed his appreciation to Quin
Berry, the Cotter Tree Commissioner,
for an outstanding job. Quin then
praised those who had helped in the
project and reminded us that this is an
ongoing process, and a lot of work



remains to be done. He pointed out that
the hot, dry summer is taking its toll on
city trees. Anyone interested in
dedicating some time and effort in this
area should contact Quin.

Saturday, September 8, 2007 will bring
the “Jakes Event” to Big Spring Park.
The annual event will be a good day for
boys and their dads. If you have a son,
come on down to the park with him.

Baxter County Interested in

New Warning System
by Mo Mosley

Excerpt from the Baxter Bulletin:

Tom Fischer, Baxter County Office of
Emergency Management Director, is trying to
get a system that would alert individuals in
case of area emergencies. He is seeking to
get the system with no cost to taxpayers. The
system under consideration would warn
people by land line phone, cell phone or
email. One consideration would cost each
person $3 a month, but hopefully there will be
no cost. If you are interested in seeing this
type of system come to reality, contact Tom
Fischer and let him know your thoughts.

Trash? or Treasure!

It's time again to snoop around the house,
attic, garage, etc. and bring items to the
Cotter Area Chamber of Commerce

Trash or Treasure Appraisal Fair and

Show on Saturday, September 29" from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Cotter School
Cafetorium. A panel of experienced antique
dealers, appraisers, and experts will be on
hand to give you the scoop on what it is,
how old it is, and what it is worth. There is a
$5 fee per item.

Booth space is available: $10 for a 10'x10’
space and $15 for a 10'x20’ space. Contact
Tina Berry at Toll House Antiques & Gifts
(870-435-5577) or Iva Duggins at
Firehouse Antiques (870-435-6789) if you
would like to have a booth. Setup will be
frotrhn 7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Friday, September
28"

The Cotter FBLA will provide a
baked-potato bar, drinks, and snacks.




Gassville Recycles

Recycling is coming to Gassville! Start
saving your recyclable materials. Bring
them to the new Recycling Trailer at the
Gassville Garage (located next to Mar-
Bax) at 502 Lakeview Drive, Hwy 345
North.

9 a.m. to 1 p.m., September 8th

No glass. Please rinse plastic bottles and
cans.

Recyclable materials include:

Any plastic bottles with a neck: milk jugs
(HDPE2), soda and water bottles,
detergent and shampoo bottles, etc.
Aluminum, tin and steel cans

Newspapers

Mixed paper: junk mail, office paper,
phone books, magazines

Cardboard (flattened please)
The September collection is the end of a

3-month trial period. Please participate so
we can keep this service.

Damsel Fly Fishers

Celebrate 10™ Year
by Julia Caradine

Pat Smith, Membership Director of North
Arkansas Fly Fishers and an original member
of The Damsel Fly Fishers recounts the
organization of this women'’s fly fishing group.
“The Damsel Fly Fishers started in 1997.
When we first started, we used a phone tree
for communication instead of our current e-
mail process. That initial list boasted fifty
names. Originating members Ann
Schmuecker, Diana Turner, Emily Whitlock,
Tracie Maler, Phyllis Speer, and Amy Galyardt
are still active in the group.”

Pat remembers the original invitation. “It was
printed on Wapsi letterhead and signed by
Ann Schmuecker: Please come by Sandy’s
Deli at 11:30 on Saturday, January 18, (1997).
We will talk about a fly fishing organization for
women only — instruction, sharing of books
and videos, fishing buddies, and more. | hope
you will come and help us begin.”

Fast forward ten years and Pat says, “We
never had officers or an official organization.
We have remained a loosely structured group
of women who enjoy the sport of fly fishing.”

Pat’s current members list includes four
members with Cotter (Trout Capital USA)
addresses. You can contact Pat Smith at
cpsmh@southshore.cc for further information.
Congratulations Ladies!




Growing Up Cotter
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Children wait for the bus in this photo from the 1950
Cotter Warrior yearbook.

The Bus to the Future

by Deb Peterson

How did a poor, rural boy from Whiteville,
whose education almost ended after eighth
grade, become the president of a major
university? He took the bus. To Cotter. Today,
Jerry Morris has come full circle, back to
Cotter, where his career in education began
with a bus.

Let’'s back up and start at the beginning.
Before WWII, there were over two thousand
schools in Arkansas and very few buses.
Schools were spaced so that students walked
no further than five miles to class, and most
schools provided education through eighth
grade only. Going on to ninth grade required
paying tuition at the nearest high school and
finding your own transportation. For a
struggling family, this was nearly impossible.

With the end of the war and the ensuing Baby
Boom, it became necessary to restructure
education across the country. One-room
schoolhouses in small communities became
elementary schools and the middle grades
were consolidated into larger schools, which
were required to have a minimum enrollment
of 350 and to provide transportation for their
new students. Enter the yellow school bus.

In 1948, Cotter School was determined to
survive the cut. It invited the students of
Gassville, Whiteville, Pilgrim’s Rest

(commonly called Monkey Run), and Colfax (a
tiny community near Mountain Home) to join
their school. Each of these communities got to
vote on whether they would consolidate with
Cotter or Mountain Home.

Jerry’s best friend, David Tucker (now owner
of the sawmill in Whiteville), had two older
brothers who had had the good fortune of
going to high school in Cotter. The younger
boys wanted to be Cotter Warriors too. The
thought of going to school in the city of Cotter
was a little intimidating, but Mountain Home
was even bigger. Jerry and David had a
mission. They headed out and lobbied all of
their neighbors to vote for Cotter.

On the first day of the 1949- 50 school year,
Jerry Morris was one of the first kids on the
bus to Cotter. He was the youngest of twelve
children in his family, and the first to go to
ninth grade. He walked a mile to catch the bus
and rode it for one and a half hours, winding
through Whiteville and Gassville (Colfax went
to Mountain Home) before arriving at school.

“There was terrific excitement and fear,” Jerry
said about that day. “After going to school in
one room for eight years, we were awed by
the idea of going to such a big school with kids
we assumed were very different from us, city
kids. | had two pairs of pants and two shirts. |
wore one outfit for two days while my mother
washed and ironed the other one. | thought
the city kids would see me as backward.”

Cotter students were just as excited and
curious. “We all gathered on the curved front
steps of the school,” Marilyn said, “and waited
for the bus to arrive.” (notice the steps on the
right side of the photo in the Spotlighting
Cotter History article on page 10).

“I had never seen so many students,” Jerry
remembers. “It was quiet when we filed off the
bus and up the steps. The Cotter kids smiled
and were friendly, but we just looked at each
other.”

Continued on page 6.



Photos from the 1950Cotter Warrior yearbook: Freshman Jerry Morris; Math and
Science Teacher (and bus driver) George Brittian; and Freshman David Tucker.

Inside, they filled out the required paperwork
and were sent to class. “There were no
introductions. There was no celebration,” Jerry
said. “We went to class and got down to
business.”

Within a week, fears of not having the right
clothes or haircut or speech vanished and the
new kids felt accepted. They had quickly
become Cotter Warriors. The bus that picked
them up and took them home was also used
for Cotter’s basketball team, the only school
sport at the time. Cotter had one of the few
gyms in the area. Even Mountain Home used
Cotter’s gym for their home games.

“We had the largest and nicest basketball
court around,” Marilyn said. “Most of the
others had no room at all around the court.
Some were even obstructed by the coal stove
used to heat the gym.”

During those first years, George Britain, a
math teacher at Cotter, drove the bus.
“George liked to brag that he could put that
bus in first gear going thirty miles per hour,”
Jerry said. The kids challenged him to prove it.
In a grinding demonstration, George stripped
all the gears in the 1949 Chevy, and Cotter’s
bus rolled to a stop. “They loaded all of us on
a flat bed trailer that day,” Jerry said, “the big
kids around the edge with their feet hanging
off, and all the smaller kids in the middle.”

A few years later, it was on that same bus that
the idea of going on to college was first
suggested to Jerry by bus driver Jimmy Dyer.
He asked Jerry to stay on the bus one day on
the way home from school. He had something
to tell him. “You're a smart kid, Jerry,” he said
after all the other kids had gotten off the bus.
“You should go to college.”

Jerry shook his head. “I'm not smart enough,
and | don’t have the money,” he said.

But the seed was planted. At school, Jerry had
become good friends with Larry Pitman,
Marilyn’s brother. The night before Larry was
to go to Fayetteville to register at the
university, he stopped by Jerry’s house and
told him to pack a suitcase. He wanted Jerry
to register for college, too. Jerry went along to
humor Larry, but knew it was a dream too far
out of his reach.

Midway through the next day, after trying to
maneuver his way through registration, Jerry
threw his paperwork in the trash in frustration.
“I'll never be able to do this,” he said.

Larry refused to let him fail. “Yes you can,” he
said. “We’re going back. We’'ll do it together.”

“I was fortunate all along to have people who
set me back on my feet when | thought |
couldn’t go on,” Jerry said, looking back over
his life. “Larry and | found jobs at school to
make money. We worked summers on the oll
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rigs in Texas. Herbert Pitman helped me pay
for one semester so | wouldn’t have to drop
out.”

With hard work, perseverance, and the
generous help of people who cared about him,
Jerry finished college. By 1959, he was a
teacher and coach at Cotter Schools himself.
And he drove the bus. In 1960, he became
Cotter High School’s principal, and his lifetime
dedication to education had begun. After a
career as teacher, principal, administrator, and
dean, the educational ride that started with
Cotter’s first school bus reached its esteemed
destination in the office of the president of
Texas A&M University¥s Commerce. Jerry
Morris served in this position for eleven years,
from January, 1987 through December, 1997.

“I learned the value of education as a
liberating and uplifting influence,” Jerry said,
"and found great wisdom in Abraham Lincoln’s
motto, ‘I will prepare myself, and perhaps,
someday, my chance will come.” My first bus
ride began my preparation.”

Just like the wheels on the bus go round and
round, life has brought Jerry Morris back to
Cotter. He and his wife, Marilyn, are owners
and innkeepers of Hopkinswoode Bed &
Breakfast.

CVFD ANNUAL FAMILY PICNIC

by Mo Mosley

Sunday August 5, 2007 brought sunny skies
and the Cotter Volunteer Fire Department and
their families to Captain Dale and Sandy
Goodbrake’s home on the White River. This
was the day for their annual picnic. Jay Dukes
(pictured above) barbequed the pork.
Members brought pot luck dishes and the
combination made a wonderful layout that was
enjoyed by all. The Goodbrake’s pool plus
cold beer to go with great food and
conversation make this event a favorite for the
CVFD Team. The citizens of Cotter and the
surrounding area are very fortunate to have
this group of dedicated and skilled individuals
that stand ready for response to fire and
health/rescue calls. THANKS ladies and
gentlemen. Please accept the gratitude of
your fellow citizens.




Chamber Chatter

by Iva Duggins
._thvA_
Greetings Cotter,
Hopefully the triple digit weather is over. Just
to say the word “September” feels cooler.

The Chamber office has moved into the fall
schedule: Wednesday through Saturday with
two shifts (12- 2 p.m. and 2- 4 p.m.). Call me if
you can help (435-6789 or 435-2934). We
have openings on Thursdays and Fridays.

| looked through the guest book at the office
and was pleased to find we are getting visitors
from outside Cotter and even from out of
state. Eight cities in Arkansas are
represented, as are Tucson, AZ; Whitehall, IL;
Jacksonville, FL; Ballard, TX; Clayton, CA,;
Los Angeles, CA; Senatobia, MS; and
Oakland, MS. Thanks volunteers, for being
there.

Jim Tyrrell and | are working on a Cotter street
map. This is one thing frequently requested
but not yet available. We will be looking for
sponsors to cover the cost with ads so we can
provide them to visitors for free.

The Baxter County Fair is September 9- 15.
We will have a booth and this is another
opportunity for you to help. Call if you wish to
volunteer for a two-hour shift.

Thanks to our Trout Capital USA investors
and Brooks Jeffery Marketing, we have one of
the most beautiful and professional booths at
the fair. Any member of the chamber or co-op
should take advantage by getting their
brochures to the chamber office or to Fire
House Antigues in the next week so we can
display and promote your business. Stop by
and visit when you're at the fair.

While I'm talking about brochures, we blended
3,000 membership inserts into our new
brochures and shipped them to the Arkansas
Tourism Center. They will be distributed to the
thirteen Tourist Information Center locations

around the state. Thanks to all volunteers who
made this happen.

We have a newly appointed “Hats Off Award”
committee. They will remain anonymous.
Carolyn Gill and I will make the monthly
presentations and try to get photos. So many
great things are happening around town, it will
take many months to recognize them all, but
what a great problem to have.

Special guests at the August meeting were
Don Sharp, Superintendent of Cotter Schools,
Andrea Kray, business teacher and Future
Business Leaders of America (FBLA) sponsor,
and Jordon Crawford, senior student.
Crawford highlighted his recent experience in
state FBLA competition where he placed 2™
and qualified to compete at nationals in
Chicago, IL. At nationals, he competed with
153 other state winners and placed 9". WOW!
Congratulations, young man. You are on your
way to a great future and we are very proud of
you.

Creative Cedar
John Lenihan
233 Combs Ave

Cotter, AR. 72626
870 435-2487
Quality Cedar Furniture made
to order at reasonable prices

www.creativecedar.com




Guests Welcome
to Attend Area Fly Fishing
Club Meetings

by Julia Caradine

Are you new to the area? North Arkansas
Fly Fishers invites those enthralled with
learning about fly fishing to attend their club
meeting held the 3™ Tuesday of each month
at Mountain Home’s Cooper Park Van Matre
Senior Center (1101 Spring Street) at 7 p.m.
Monthly club meetings comprise
presentations by local and visiting experts;
fly-tying demonstrations, and hands-on tying
sessions. The club’s annual picnics are held
in May and again in September. (Note: No
club meetings held in May, September, or
December).

Incorporated as a non-profit corporation of
the State of Arkansas since 1985, North
Arkansas Fly Fishers (NAFF) focuses on the
care of natural resources, maintaining the
quality of our fishing waters, teaching values
of sportsmanship, and lending a hand to all
who wish to gain an understanding of fly
casting and fly tying.

Club membership benefits include a monthly
newsletter that keeps you clued in on
upcoming events, river safety, local fly
fishing guides, fly tying recipes, tail water
photos and narratives. The NAFF club
sponsors the “Sowbug Roundup — A
Celebration of Fly Fishing” held in March.
This annual spring event is a local favorite
offering visual artistry of fly tying and much
more!

George Peters of Cotter (Trout Capital
USA), is current President of NAFF. Check
out the club’s website for further information:
http://www.northarkansasflyfisher.org

Welcome to Baxter House
Adult Day Services Center

Arkansas provides low-cost day care for
persons with mental or physical
impairments, and for those who can no
longer stay at home alone. Individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease and other memory
problems, stroke victims, and extremely
frail elderly are all welcomed and cared for
by our friendly, trained, professional staff.

The goal of the program is to offer
participants devoted care and attention,
delicious and nutritious hot meals,
structured recreational activities, physical
exercise, and special contact with others,
all in a cheerful, home-like atmosphere.
Preserving the dignity and protecting the
privacy of our participants is a high priority.

This service is available to all who need it.
Transportation to and from the center in a
wheelchair accessible van is ready for
those who need it.

For details please contact:
Carolyn Treat

Center Director
870-425-7585




Spotlighting Cotter History

by Wanda Fielding
ﬂ School days, school days... C@

The first Cotter school was built in 1912. It
was a magnificent concrete structure as
shown in the photo at right. Many students
were educated here, and graduated from this
school, which was considered one of the best
in northern Arkansas.

This once-proud school was destroyed by fire
on November 18, 1978. It had been replaced
by the current school in the late sixties and
was vacant at the time of the fire.

The school that burned was Cotter’s first
school building, but our first official school
began in 1904, eight years earlier, in a tent
near the present Baptist Church at Fourth and
Dalton Streets. Classes later moved into the
church when it was built.

An article in the Cotter Courier in 1904 states,
“School began Tuesday in Cotter and we
understand that there is an enroliment of thirty
or more students.”

Another article from the same year recognizes
Cotter’s first teacher. “Miss Cara Patterson
commenced her second month of school last
Monday. The school is progressing finely, and
many teachers would have given up rather
than contend with the difficulties encountered
in starting Cotter’s first school.”

Cotter still has a grade-A school system and is
one of the best in the state of Arkansas.

Flight of Fancy Creations

Irene Lenihan
233 Combs Ave
Cotter AR. 72626
870 435-2487

Beaded jewelry, unique special
occasion jewelry and custom
scrapbooks

I"#$%8&'

Business News Wanted

Do you have a new product or service? Let
the Trout Capital News know and we’ll help
you get the word out.
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Reflections: Sprouting Anew
by Deb Peterson

| have invested a good deal of time keeping
my new plants alive all summer, especially
during our current drought. Regrettably, | let a
couple of small trees and flowers go too long
when it was 105 degrees, and | almost lost
them. As they begin to respond to fertilizer
and daily watering, | am more than a little
amazed by their drive to live. Trees that lost
every leaf are sprouting anew. Even some of
the shortest new shoots at the base of mature
perennials have beautiful blooms. | find this
delightfully inspiring. | need them as much as
they need me.

This watering time, with my hose and its
showering wand in my hands, is peaceful and
meditative. The light is soft, birds sing,
squirrels dart past me with their walnut
bounties, people wave from their vehicles, my
thoughts move toward community. It occurred
to me this morning that Cotter is like my
garden. It’'s fertile. Things are happening here,
growing. People are getting involved, fertilizing
and watering Cotter.

On every street, people are fixing up their
homes. The city crew is out every day,
improving our town. Shopkeepers are
sprucing up their stores. The marvelous new
colors on Tina’s Toll House shout a friendly
welcome as people cross the Rainbow Bridge
into Cotter. You can’t help but smile.

This is an exciting time for our town. Like a
once-beautiful tree that has lost its leaves in a
drought, Cotter is sprouting again because the
community is coming together and caring for
it. When people realize how interdependent
we all are¥ plants, animals, people,
communities, countries¥awonderful things
happen.

| invite you to share with the Trout Capital

News your own stories of Cotter’s revival. We
need you.
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Coming Events

Chamber of Commerce Meeting
3'Y Tuesday each month
8 a.m., White Sands Restaurant

Regular City Council Meeting
4™ Thursday each month
6 p.m., City Hall

Sept 8" Recycle Day
9 a.m. -1 p.m. at the Gassville Garage (see
article on page 4).

Sept 9™ — 15" Baxter County Fair
Sept 29™ Trash or Treasure Appraisal

Fair and Show
9 a.m. — 4 p.m. in Cotter School Cafetorium

Oct 12"

Galloping Giraffe Studio
Art Show by Carolyn Cherry

11 a.m. — 2 p.m., White Mist of Cotter

Oct 20™

Oct 22

Annual City Wide Yard Sale

Annual City Wide Clean-Up

allows. Our circulation is currently 350.

are welcome.

Publishers: Mo and Theresa Mosley
Editor: Deb Peterson
Online editor: Judy Sharp

You may also contact any association member with news:

Distribution and Promotion: Jerry and Marilyn Morris

This newsletter is published monthly by the Trout Capital News Association and focuses on
organized activities. It is printed by H&S Printing. It is also published electronically at
www.troutcapitalnews.com. The paper will be published monthly, or as often as cash flow

The mission of the new Trout Capital News is to promote Cotter and report news of
importance to Cotter citizens. | invite all of you to send news, articles, pictures, ideas, and/or
suggestions to the Trout Capital News at P. O. Box 238, Cotter, AR 72626 or e-mail to
deb.peterson@suddenlink.net or etmosley@suddenlink.net. The editorial deadline is 4:30
p.m. on the last Tuesday before the last full weekend of each month. Donations to the paper

Trout Capital News Association, P.O. Box 238, Cotter, AR, 72626.
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