> T B ‘ ‘ ;.
by o : “ > K
. ..!l»“"!{"- = \_. A .li_ﬂiln
i
2 '\ £y

e

SRS
2 : -l

4

o

TROUT CAPITAL NEWS

Cotter, Arkansas

Vol. [l Number 6 Published by the Trout Capital News Association October 2007

ONLY LURES OR FLIES ON THE WHITE RIVER?

By Mo Mosley
The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission (AGFC) released a proposal in September titled
“Management Options for the Trout Fisheries in the Bull Shoals and Norfork Tail waters.” The
proposal contains three options:

Option 1—This option is a no change (status quo) option and involves continuing current
regulations and stocking strategies. The AGFC has some on-going research projects that
would be allowed more time to gather data, which could provide valuable information if this
option was chosen.

Option 2—This option would require terminal tackle to be flies and artificial lures in a special
regulations area implemented from the bottom end of Armstrong Hole (downstream of Cotter)
to the mouth of Crooked Creek. The special regulations area would also impose slot limits on
Rainbow and Brown trout. The Bull Shoals Catch & Release Area would be maintained.

Option 3—Slot limits would be implemented from the bottom of the Bull Shoals Catch &
Release to the mouth of Crooked Creek. In the area from the Bull Shoals Catch & Release to
the Armstrong Hole, bait fishing would be restricted to a single barbless hook. A flies and
artificials only area would be from the end of Armstrong Hole to Crooked Creek.

Note: Artificial is interpreted as, no sculpins, crawdads, power bait, minnows, worms, shrimp or
anything else alive, dead or man made other than fishing lures.

Space here does not allow for enough detail to paint a clear picture. If you are interested in the
future of the White River make an effort to read the AGFC Document and decide what you
think. You can read this document on the internet at “agfc.com/fishing”, read the copy at City
Hall, or read a copy at Cotter Trout Dock. There are several people in the local area that are
on the advisory committee. Identify one of them and let them know your thoughts and feelings.
On November 6™, AGFC will have a final meeting at which public input will be heard. Debbie
Gamble of the Cotter Trout Dock will provide transportation to the meeting if needed. It is
important that all fishermen take the time to have their input considered.

You can contact your State Officials Shawn Womack, or Jimmy Key, as well as the AGFC
Commissioners to express your feelings.




COTTER/GASSVILLE SCHOOLS

By Mo Mosley

During the next couple months we are
covering the workings of our schools. We will
do articles on Principals, Teachers and School
Staff Members. This first month we are
featuring the Superintendent and the School
Resource Officer.

Mr. Don Sharp
Superintendent

SUPERINTENDENT

Mr. Sharp and his wife Bobbi have been married
for twenty seven years. They have two children
Emily who is a teacher at Flippin High School and
Matt who works for KTLO Radio.

Mr. Sharp has a BS in Agriculture from ASU, a
Masters in Agriculture Education from ASU. He
has advanced Administration Courses from CSA
and U of A . His education career has spanned 29
years. He has 16 years as a Superintendent the
last 6 being here at Cotter.

The biggest change he see’s in education is the
advancement of Technology. Advanced
Technology requires students to learn to think
and understand at a faster rate thereby causing
what goes on in the classroom to proceed at a
faster rate. The key to learning at every grade
level is the ability to read and comprehend what
you read. With the advancement of Technology
classrooms have changed from teacher centered
to student centered.

Cotter Schools now have tutoring; summer
sessions and after school programs to meet the

learning needs of all students. Also provided is
day care for Kndergarden-4th grade after normal
school hours for working parents.

The Superintendent believes that a successful
school can only be obtained by teamwork by the
entire staff. The start of the day is set by the bus
driver’s attitude at the beginning of the day. After
arrival at school the teachers and councilors are
most important until lunch time and then the Food
Service Group become the key players. Then it
goes back to teachers until time to put the bus
driver back in the key position.

Mr. Sharp says that reading and comprehension
are the keys to learning at every level. The
internet has answers to all the worlds’ questions
and even if you have the computer skills to get to
the internet, without reading and comprehension
skills what you will find is only words.

Reading skills and a solid Math foundation are
prerequisites for success in today’s world.

Mr. Sharp believes an advanced Vocational
Technical School is a need of our community. For
students who are not going on to college this type
of training would better prepare them for life. This
type of schooling would increase our work force
skills to a higher level and has the potential to
attract industry to our area. This has the potential
of keeping some of the fine students that
graduate from our schools, in our local area.

Our School Superintendent is a tremendous
asset to our schools and our community. We
are fortunate to have him.

SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER

Laura Hodges has been in Law Enforcement
since 1995. She is a single Mom and
Grandmother. She has a son named Scott
and a daughter named Jessica. Her twin
grandsons are Kavyn and Cole. Laura worked
for the Baxter County Sheriff for 7 1/2 years
and performed most of the duties at that
department. She was a matron, a jailer,
dispatcher, patrol officer, and a CID
investigator. She left the sheriff's office as a
Sgt over CID.



Laura Hodges
Resource Officer

Laura has worked undercover in surrounding
counties. She has many law enforcement
programs in her resume and is an outstanding
officer. She came to Cotter Schools in 2004
and started her fourth year at the beginning of
this school year. As the only SRO at our
school she plays a very important role in the
safety and protection of our children.

In the line of police duty she works with child
abuse, is the Truant Officer, and handles any
weapons or drug problems. Laura is the
SADD Adviser (Students Against Destructive
Decisions.) and Rotary Leadership Group
Adviser. Laura helps with the Back Pack
Program that provides snacks and sometimes
meals for students whose families are
financially challenged. She also teaches
classes on subjects requested by the school
staff.

During times that school is not in session
Laura works as police officer for the Cotter
Police Department.

Laura Hodges is another of the outstanding
people that cares for and teaches our children
at the Cotter/Gassville School System.

Planning and Zoning Commission
Notes By Elwood Mosley

Meeting Agenda (9/20, 2007)
Cotter City Hall 6:00 PM

Call to Order
Roll Call
Minutes from 7/19/2007 (approved)
Public Hearings (none scheduled)
Old Business
a. Comprehensive Development
Plan Update schedule. Action (To
be done in work session 6:00PM
9/24/07)
Zoning Regulations Map Update
Action (to be determined)
b. Sign Ordinance-Follow up
Action (on Going)
c. Discussion of potential
subdivision on Section Line Road
Action (Bldg Permits Submitted)
d. Request to close road and
alley adjacent to Road 601 and
HWY 345
No Action (property In Baxter County)
6. New Business
a. Potential four lot subdivision at
Property adjacent to Denton Ferry
RV Park Action (Jim Critzberg
Submitted preliminary drawings)
b. Discussion of responsibilities
between City and Land Owners in
in regards to sidewalks, sewers,
draining ditches, etc. Action
(property owner not present, no
action taken)
c. Drive way/Alley Maintenance
between Valley St. and Summit
St. Action (same as b.)

agkrwnhE

NOTE: This Group takes a lot
action, as they should, and the
Public should attend their
meetings to provide input

No City Council Notes this month:
the meeting was after the date the paper
went to press.




Reflections: The Harvest
by Deb Peterson

When you think of October, what comes to
mind? Pumpkins, goblins, and all things
Halloween, hillsides of orange and red, raking
leaves, digging sweaters out of storage,
campfires, gleaning what's left in the garden,
the Harvest Moon. October is the beginning of
autumn, a time of reaping what we have sown,
of realizing the fruits of hard work, whether it's
in the field or at the typewriter.

Autumn also represents the time of life that so
many of our Cotter citizens are now enjoying.
They’re reaping the benefits of a lifetime:
fishing on the beautiful White River, visiting on
the porch with friends, playing bridge, telling
stories to grandchildren and greats, putzing in
the garden.

When the seasons change, we’re reminded of
the cycles of life, of the nature we’re a part of,
of how loss is necessary for renewal. The leaf
falls off the tree, but the bud is there waiting
for spring. We let go of the old to make room
for the new.

Halloween originally celebrated all of these
things. It originated in Ireland as a Celtic
harvest festival, honoring the end of summer
and welcoming the dark months ahead that
hold the seeds of new beginnings.

As | walk into autumn, under the waning
Harvest Moon, | wish you all a bountiful
harvest, a happy Halloween, in whatever way
is important to you. The air is finally cooler, to
be sure, and rain is forecasted. Life in Cotter
is good.

Cotter Warrior Foundation, Inc
By Mo Mosley

The Cotter Warrior Foundation, Inc. is an
organization that has the good of our
community and its students as the only
reason for its existence. The Foundation is
seeking donors that support the educational
process and whose support can have a
meaningful impact.

Public education faces many challenges.
All students deserve a quality public
education. There is a widening
achievement gap between schools with
resources and those without. When
schools, communities, and families work
together, children succeed. The classroom
is the place where our children spend their
formative years. This is the environment
where knowledge, personality, discipline,
respect for authority and decision making
skills are instilled.

The Foundation’s goal is to provide funds
for educational programs and activities
which have not been funded or have been
underfunded by the normal operational
budget. Donations are Tax Deductible.

For information contact:
The Cotter Warrior Foundation, Inc.

PO Box 362
Gassville, AR 72653
or

www.cotterwarriorfoundation.org




Betty Meeks, Juanita Bassett, and Brenda Medley

Cotter Alumni Reunion
by Deb Peterson

On September 1, Cotter High School alumni
from all graduating classes met at the Youth
Center for their 30™ annual reunion. They
came from all over the country to share
memories and celebrate the friends they have
lost since last year’s gathering. | went to see if
| could scrounge up some good stories about
Cotter.

Betty Meeks remembered walking to school
from East Cotter in 1939. She used to cross
the railroad trestle bridge over 345 and cut
across Jenny Pond’s pasture, where a big
sign on the fence read, “Bad Bull!”

Juanita Bassett shared that the only place she
could meet her boyfriend was at the roller rink
in Cotter. She did whatever she could to come
up with the 25-cent admission fee. After
checking around, | discovered that the roller
rink was in the back of the current Hobby
Shop across from City Hall. Imagine that.

Many of the people | asked for stories couldn’t
remember anything they thought worth
sharing, and some, with a grin, declared |
wouldn’t be able to print their stories. So I'll
put the question out to everyone: what are
your favorite stories about Cotter? Send them
to the Trout Capital News and we’ll come up
with a way to share them.

Recycle Collection
in Gassville near Mar-Bax
Saturday, October 6th
9 AM-1:00PM

Taking newspapers, mixed paper
magazines & junk mail), aluminum
cans, tin cans, plastic (which
includes any plastic with the

recycle triangle) cardboard.

Let's do our part to make Mother
Earth healthy!




Growing Up Cotter
GIBBDIICIBSP IS ISP IS IS DI

Squirrels and Nutz
By Joseph Snurr

My wife and | came in from helping a friend
who’s building a house. We got in and nothing
was out of the ordinary. Then my grandson,
James, came in. There’s always excitement
when he’s around because he was 8 years old
and very hyperactive.

Suddenly James comes yelling through the
house calling, “Pappy! There’s a squirrel in the
bathroom!”

So | get all my manliness together and go to
the bathroom off the kitchen. As | walked in |
told James to leave and shut the door.
Immediately, James shouts excitedly, “There
he is!” and darted out the door as the squirrel
jumps from the shelf with the toilet paper,
bounces off my shoulder, and onto the shower
curtain rod. From there he leaped over my
head and onto the medicine cabinet and
across the toilet to the shelves again. | picked
up the towel, which was already removed from
the towel rod “by the squirrel,” | folded it
carefully and held it up in front of the shelves.

You see, I've watched “Croc Files” and I've
seen how they blindfold critters so they won’t
get excited. That's what | was doing. | gently
worked the towel into the shelf and, with my
luck, the toilet paper was in front of the
squirrel. I have to remove the roll of paper and
get the squirrel. | did this until | tried to pick it
up. He got a foot hold in the wooden shelf and
came flying out like a shot, up my arm and
across my facing leaving claw prints across
my good looks, and up over my head. | could
hear him behind me in the tub. As | turned
around to see where he was he flashed
through between my feet and out the little cat
door we’d put there so the cat could come in
and out if the door was closed. Useless door,
our cat never used it and the renegade
squirrel does.

Trying to act swiftly, | opened the door nearly
smashing it into my nose, of which I’'m well
endowed, and | ran into the kitchen just in time
to see him round the corner into the hall. As |
ran into the hall, | caught a glimpse of him
making his mad dash through my den door
amidst a flurry of what looked like fur.

As | hurried down the hall, | hesitate just long
enough to open the bedroom door, which
opens outward, to deter him from going back
out to the kitchen. | thought to myself, “There
goes my den,” because | know how
destructive a trapped squirrel can be. All this
Is rather a blur but this recollection is to the
best of my limited knowledge.

| ran down the three steps in the hall and into
my den. In my den I lost him because I'm a
pack rat and | have a rather cluttered den.
Then | noticed him under the snake cage.
Here I'm thinking he does NOT was to be
snake food supper for Goliath, who was our 9
foot Burmese Python, so | run him out with a
carpenter’s square. He dashes out, up the wall
and across the window... and | have no idea
how he did that wall part.

For just a moment, he looks longingly out the
window and | know | HAVE to get him out. |
get my trusty towel again and slowly, so
cautiously | sneak toward the window. He
sees my play and leaps off the window, over
the stereo speakers, and jumps five feet to the
family’s computer.

Now | know he’s not computer educated. |
flinched and he launched himself rom the
family’s computer to my work computer, and
hesitated on the scanner ling enough to
pinpoint my location and off he goes again
across the monitor, up along the desktop
shelves, over the printer and down to the desk
top.

Now my desk top is like the room in general.
Though | have two filing cabinets, | also file
things ON the desk in chronological order. The
things on top are recent and things on the



bottom are from several months ago, nut do
you think he cares about that? NO!

Little squirrelly dashes across my desk,
papers flying this way and that, thus
destroying my filing system and rounds the
end of the desk, in front of the sliding glass
door, and under the open lid of my tool box
and toward the hall door yet again. |
remember asking myself, “Why do | have all
these hiding places in hera?” | think how dumb
| seemed to have been to not have already
opened the sliding glass door in the den. |
now open it...

| ran to the hall door in time to see him
running up the three steps and just past the
edge of the bedroom door that I'd opened on
my way in. He suddenly stopped dead and
lloked fown the hall toward the kitchen and
living room and certainly thinks, “That was no
fun. Im NOT going in there again!” | run up the
three steps while he runs down and | promptly
run into the open bedroom door. Now that was
not the smartest thing I've ever done. As | turn
around | see him standing just outside my den
door looking at me. He was certainly thinking,
“Stupid human!” Then he dashed back into my
den and around the end of my desk.

As | rounded the desk nearly tripping over my
briefcase, | stopped to listen. | heard nothing.
For several minutes I listened intently and |
still heard nothing that sounded like a squirrel
laughing at me. I just knew he was
somewhere laughing hysterically at me....
Apparently when he ran around the end of the
desk, he saw trees outside and the open patio
door and quickly ran outside.

What happened after that? He was probably in
the black walnut tree out back telling his
squirrel friends about this place and me. | can
imagine him saying, “Hey, wanna good laugh?
Go over to that house and...”

GENUINE CARE PHARMACY

Clint and Sara Recktenwald have purchased
Ponder Drugs in Gassville changing its name
to Genuine Care Pharmacy. They are now
open and ready to fill all of your
pharmaceutical needs.

Clint and Sara come here from Arkadelphia
and are both graduates of Ouachita Baptist
University. Clint grew up in Mountain Home
and graduated from high school there. Sara is
from Arkadelphia. They met at OBU. They
have bought a home in Gassville and are
becoming acclimated to the area.

Store hours are 8am to 6pm Monday through
Friday and on Saturday from 9am to 1pm. The
drive- through window is still available.

Stop by and meet Clint and Sara-- you will find
a friendly and welcoming atmosphere.
Consider having them provide your
pharmaceutical services. The TCN says
WELCOME Clint and Sara!!

Creative Cedar
John Lenihan
233 Combs Ave

Cotter, AR. 72626
870 435-2487
Quiality Cedar Furniture made
to order at reasonable prices

www.creativecedar.com




Chamber Chatter

By Iva Duggins
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Our Baxter Co. Fair booth was a great
success. The "booth” was so beautiful and
professional. Janice DuBois prepared a lovely
'gift' basket full of CACC merchandise to give
away in a drawing at the end of the fair. 678
folks signed up. John DuBois drew out the
winner Monday morning at our board
meeting. Judy Dolan from Gamaliel was
surprised and pleased to get the call and
came to Cotter Wednesday to pick it up.

Hats Off committee selected Deb Peterson's
home for this month. | ask Carolyn Gill to go
with me to make the presentation and take
photos.

Flight of Fancy Creations
Irene Lenihan
233 Combs Ave
Cotter AR. 72626
870 435-2487

Beaded jewelry, unigue special
occasion jewelry and custom
scrapbooks

If you haven't looked at our TROUT CAPITOL
USA' website take a look it's great, with multi
pages, info and photos of Cotter.
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Cotter-Gassville Rural Fire District 2007 Auxiliary Newsletter

By Margaret Beaver, Auxiliary President

A warm Ozark Mountain welcome to all the new residents in our fire district. Here is a brief history
of our district and the auxiliary. The district was formed in 1996 through the efforts of several
residents in the Wildcat Shoals area, led by Bob Hamm. The firehouse was completed and a
dedication barbecue was hosted by the new auxiliary in 2003. The rural district now serves over
700 households in a 17 square mile area.

The auxiliary has less than 100 members, and only about 20 volunteers to “man” our fund-raising
events. YES, men, are eligible and more than welcome to become vital members of the auxiliary.
Through such efforts as garage sales, corn sales, and the annual barbecue, the auxiliary supports
the volunteer firemen; providing funds to purchase equipment, trucks, radios, gear, and on and on,
as the need arises.

At this year’s barbecue, on October 6 , representatives from Mountain Home Fire Protection
Service will be on hand from 12:30-1:30 pm to check and demonstrate proper use of your
household fire extinguishers. New extinguishers will be available for sale. We hope you'll take
advantage of this service.

Captain Dale Goodbrake reminds each of you to be sure your house numbers are at least 3 inches
high and posted clearly on your mailbox or driveway. He also says that when planning your
driveway, consider it as a route for emergency vehicles; be sure it is wide enough and the curves
and incline will give easy access. Remember, ambulances and fire trucks can’t help unless they
can get to you!

For the first eight months of this year, Captain Dale and his crew responded to:

45 calls, 16 fires, 9 medical emergencies, 9 vehicle accidents, 2 airplane crashes and 9 other calls,
including gas leaks, fuel spills and river rescues. His crew is also available to manage controlled
burns. Your annual support and membership is very important to us. We look forward to meeting
you at the Barbeque.



Spotlighting Cotter History

By Wanda Fielding

Halloween was celebrated in high style in
Cotter back in 1914. The following excerpts
were taken from the October 15 and
November 4, 1914 issues of The Cotter
Record:

Expecting a Big Time

Invitations are out for the Halloween mask ball
to be given Thursday night, October 29, by the
Social Club. All who attend will go masked. An
admission fee of 50 cents will be charged
each person. ... Supper will be served in the
Masonic hall and the ball will be held in the
Eaton hall. (Both of these buildings still exist in
downtown Cotter and are now private homes.)
Many of those who will attend are now
preparing their disguises and it is said that the
costumes worn at this ball will exceed in
novelty and richness any that have ever been
worn in Cotter.

Ninth Halloween Ball

There were 118 paid admissions to the Cotter
Social Club’s ninth annual Halloween ball last
Thursday night. Many of these were from out
of town: Crane, Mountain Home, Yellville, and
other points. With few exceptions, all who
attended were masked and the handsomest
costumes ever seen in Cotter were at the ball.
It would be a difficult matter to give anything
like a description of them without giving all, an
impossibility with our limited space. Many
nationalities were represented: German,

Mexican, Egyptian, Italian, African, and
whatnot. There was a Colonial character,
many harlequins, dominoes, negroes, witches,
Red Riding Hood, and costumes representing
nothing in particular, serving only as complete
disguises. With more than one hundred
masked dancers, it may readily be guessed
that recognition of them was not an easy
matter.

The hall was appropriately decorated with
lanterns, pumpkins, foliage, and standing
guard at the doors were dummy spooks and
witches. The night was perfect, the spirits of
the masquers were in accord with the night,
the music was exceptionally good, the floor
smooth as glass and firm, and a more
enjoyable ball has never been held in Cotter.
At midnight, the guests enjoyed a good supper
spread for them in the Masonic hall and then
resumed dancing, which was kept up until
nearly 4 o’clock Friday morning.
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Cotter Area Business News

Rainbow Bridge Treasures now has a
selection of Orvis gear, including sunglasses
and clothing.

White Mist of Cotter will hold its 2™
Anniversary and Artist Appreciation
Celebration. Visit with local artists and
celebrate their artistic designs on Saturday,
October 27 from 10 am to 5 pm.

Toll House Gifts & Antiques now carries a
selection of gift books and a witty line of dog
and cat greeting cards.

WOW! Firehouse Antiques is approaching
it's 8th Birthday. To celebrate we're going to
offer all our customers a STORE WIDE 20%
off discount. That's from the front door to the
back for the entire month of October. We'll
also have gift certificates that you can give
that special person so they can select what

they really would like. So, take advantage and

do some of your Christmas shopping early.
Thanks everyone for 7 great years.

Response to the recent launch of the new web

site for Cotter from AmericanTowns.com was

tremendous! Americantowns.com is dedicated

to connecting communities in a whole new
way. Add your business to the sight for free.

Deb Peterson’s new teen novel, Zodiac: The

Lost Twins, will be available by mid-October in

the shops of Cotter.

If you have business or art news, share it with
the Trout Capital News by emailing
deb@debpeterson.com or
etmosley@suddenlink.net.

Bull Shoals Art Club Art Show

By Pearl Baker

The Bull Shoals Art Club is now in the
process of preparing for their Annual Art
Show. This show will be held at the Bull
Shoals VFW Hall on October 19" and 20".
This is at the same time as Dam Days. All
area artists are welcome to enter the show
which is open to the public at no

cost. There are 7 categories: Oil,
Watercolor, Acrylic, Pastel, Pencil, Ink etc.,
Mixed Media and Photography. Entries will
be accepted on October 17th at the Hall
with judging that evening.

Call Pearl Baker, 435-2212,

Mary Humphrey 870-431-4566 or

Ginny Varn 870-453-3103 for more
information. The forms can be mailed to
you.
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Coming Events

Chamber of Commerce Meeting
3" Tuesday each month
8 AM White Sands Restaurant

Regular City Council Meeting
4™ Thursday each month

6 PM City Hall

Oct 6™ CGRFD Barbeque and
Household Fire Extinguisher
Demo

(see article on page 7)

Oct6™ Recycle Collection - Gassville

Oct 12" Galloping Giraffe Studio
Art Show by Carolyn Cherry
1lam — 2pm White Mist of
Cotter

Oct 19™ & 20™ Bull Shoals Art Club Show
(See article on page 10)

Oct 20™ Annual City Wide Yard Sale
Oct22™  Annual City Wide Clean-Up

Oct 27" White Mist of Cotter 2 "
Anniversary and Artist
Appreciation Celebration
10am — 5pm

Nov 6™ AGFC Meeting on the Future
of White River Fishing

Nov 23 & 24 Holiday Celebration & Open
House
10am — 5pm Participating Cotter
Shops

This newsletter is published monthly by the
Trout Capital News Association and focuses
on organized activities. It is printed by H&S
Printing. It is also published electronically at
www.troutcapitalnews.com. The paper will be
published monthly, or as often as cash flow
allows. Our circulation is currently 350.

The mission of the new Trout Capital News is
to promote Cotter and report news of
importance to Cotter citizens. | invite all of you
to send news, articles, pictures, ideas, and/or
suggestions to the Trout Capital News at PO
Box 238, Cotter, AR 72626 or e-mail to the
editor or publisher at the addresses below.
The editorial deadline is 4:30 p.m. on the last
Tuesday before the last full weekend of each
month. Donations to the paper are welcome.

You may also contact any association
member with news:

Publishers: Mo and Theresa Mosley
etmosley@suddenlink.net
Editor: Deb Peterson
deb.peterson@suddenlink.net
Online editor: Judy Sharp
Distribution and Promotion: Jerry and Marilyn
Morris

Trout Capital News Association, P.O.
Box 238, Cotter, AR, 72626.
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