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New Cotter Postmaster

by Deb Peterson

There’s a new postmaster in town, and his
name is Rocky. Rocky Lindsey. He'd love it if
you’d stop by the Cotter Post Office on Second
Street and introduce yourself.

Originally from North Mississippi, Rocky
worked for the postal service in Memphis for
twenty-five years. He and his wife Vickie had
driven through Cotter on their way to Branson
since 1972. “We fell in love with Cotter,” Rocky
said, “and we knew we wanted to retire in the
Ozarks.”

Rocky and Vickie got busy building a Rocky and Vickie Lindsey
retirement home in Pigeon Creek, north of

Mountain Home, so it would be ready when they were ready. Their planning paid off
when a transfer to Norfork became available before retirement.

Since the Cotter postmaster at the time lived in Norfork, and Pigeon Creek is closer to
Cotter, the two postmasters arranged an exchange that Rocky is thrilled about. “Vickie
and | really want to be part of the Cotter community,” he said. “The other night we drove
through Cotter just to see the lights on the bridge, and they were so beautiful.”

There are some postal services Rocky thinks Cotter citizens might not know about, and
he’d like to get the word out. “The Post Office has a great overnight shipping alternative
that people might not realize is right here in Cotter, and | want small business owners to
know | would be happy to talk to them about mailing options and free packaging.”

He also has all kinds of stamps; something for everyone, including stamps for birthdays,
veterans, and nature lovers. Continued on page 2




New Postmaster from page 1

“One of my favorite services,” Rocky
said, “and one | don’t think very many
people know about, is the online
CardStore at www.usps.com. You can
select cards from the store or create
your own, list the people you want them
sent to and when, and the postal service
will mail them automatically, throughout
the year, so you never have to miss
another birthday or anniversary or

anything. ”
i Volunteers in the back row: Tim Malaney (and

Rocky plans to send Cotter residents a dog Jimmy), Leslie Urban (Girl Scout Jr. Leader),
letter soon with more details about Bridgett Lack (Girl Scout Cadet Co-Leader),
postal services. He and Vickie, who Wanda Fielding, Betty Pahl, Colleen Hancock,
works in the business office at Ozark Shlam” Peteés’ acnd De:’bie GGamb'e- Front row

. . volunteers: City Councilman George Peters,
Eye Qenter In Mountain Home, are 'also Jarrod Lack, Girl Scouts Megan Urban, Toni
planning to spruce up the landscaping Lack, Kayla Bassett, and Sunshine Tucker; and
outside the Post Office. A holiday Open Deb Peterson. Not shown: Helen Lacefield,
House is scheduled for December 20 Marilyn Morris, Theresa Mosley, and Dylan
and 21 with cookies and spiced tea. Gamble.

“I love talking to people,” Rocky said,

“and | hope everyone will come to the Park Ready for the Holidays
Open House, or just stop by any time, by Theresa Mosley

and get to know me. | could have retired

this fall, but I'm not ready. This is exactly The weather was perfect December 1%
what | want to be doing.” for the annual decorating of Big Spring

Park. As has come to be a custom,
Cotter turned out with more than enough
help to get the job done. Under the
coordination efforts of Sharon Peters
and Deb Peterson, with the support of
the Saturday Club, Girl Scout Troops
476 and 366, and many volunteers, the
task was completed in just a couple of
hours. Drive through the park and enjoy
the decorations from the Spring House
to the gazebo. The nativity scene built
and painted many years ago by the
Cotter Care Crew is on display at the
top of the hill on Harding Boulevard.

Volunteers decorating Big Spring Park.
George Peters braves the ladder work.




Cotter Public Schools
by Mo Mosley

In my continuing effort to feature individuals
who are key to the success of the Cotter
School District, this month | interviewed two of
our outstanding teachers¥ Mrs. Wilhite, High
School teacher, and Mrs. Coots, Middle
School teacher. Next month | will introduce
some of the support staff. | continue to feel
that we are fortunate to have so many fine
professionals at our schools.

Mrs. Sandy
Wilson Wilhite

L

Sandy Wilson Wilhite is in her 25" year as a
teacher at Cotter Schools. She has a BSE
degree (Bachelor of Science in Education)
from the University of Arkansas, where she
was a flag bearer in the Razorback Band.
Sandy remains an avid hog fan. She has been
married for four years.

Sandy told me that when she came to Cotter
for her first job after college, she stayed in the
area only one weekend the first year, and that
was because it snowed and she was afraid
she wouldn’t make it back. Clearly, she grew
to like it here because she has been here for
25 years now, and our community is lucky to
have her.

Sandy is a teacher who knows that this is
where she belongs. She has plenty to offer,
and you can tell by the activity in her room,

even during non-class time, that her students
respect her. She teaches Senior English,
Advanced Placement (AP) English, and Pre-
AP English. AP courses are college-level
classes that provide greater challenge, better
preparation for college, and can give students
a better chance for scholarships.

Mrs. Wilhite is also the Journalism teacher
and heads up the yearbook project. She is a
caring, motivated teacher who passes
character as well as knowledge on to her
students. Yearbooks featuring the bridges of
Cotter on their covers are fine examples of her
outstanding work.

| asked Sandy what she thinks is good about
Cotter Schools. She said, “Community support
Is outstanding, the faculty is excellent, and we
fit together like family.”

One thing that worries her is the apathy
displayed by some students. “The faculty has
targeted this area for improvement,” she said,
“and I'm confident it will get better.”

After spending a few days with the faculty at
this school, | too am confident that any
problem they target will soon go away. Thank
you, Mrs. Wilhite, for your caring and
dedication over the years.
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Mrs. Lisa Coots

Mrs. Lisa Coots has a BSE degree from
Pittsburg State University in Kansas and a
MSE (Masters degree) from Arkansas State
University. She has been a teacher for nine
years and currently teaches sixth grade math
and science. A check of sixth-grade math
scores shows that her students are above the
state average. She has won several awards
for her teaching accomplishments. In 2006,
the Baxter Bulletin featured Lisa as a “rising
star” for her “extraordinary devotion and
passion for teaching.”

Lisa Coots is a ho-nonsense person who goes
full speed. She is energetic and zeroed in on
the objective, which, as Mr. Cheek explained
in a previous interview, is teaching our
students to succeed. She has been married
for eight years and has two children, three and
five years old.

ic Schools rosen
Couter, AR 72626

Phone: B70-435-617
Fax 870-435- 1 300-

| spent part of a class period in Mrs. Coots’s
classroom during a scheduled class. She gave
the students an assignment, and they worked
while we had a conversation. It was evident
that she was well-respected by her students
and that they were capable of working on their
own. | don’t remember this being the case with
young teachers when | was a kid in school.

When | asked Lisa what she thinks is good
about Cotter Schools, she said, “Having all
twelve grades on one campus is wonderful. It
allows you to follow students after they leave
your area, so you can help and encourage
them if they need it. It also gives you a heads
up about students coming to you from earlier
grades.”

| asked Lisa what could be improved, and she
said, “It is all good. There is no bad.” | suspect
Lisa Coots is a person who sees the glass as

half full rather than half empty.

When asked what she thinks the schools need
more of in the future, her response was,
“Public relations and technology.”

I would like to thank the administration of
Cotter Schools for the opportunity to talk to
these teachers, and | thank the teachers for
their time and cooperation. Don’t take my
word for the fact that we are blessed with
great schools and extremely talented people
who work there. Find out for yourself.




2007 Great Cotter Cleanup a Success
by Deb Peterson

On Saturday, November 17,

seventeen volunteers walked

Harding Boulevard and Highway

345 in Cotter and picked up

litter as part of the Keep
Arkansas Beautiful program. A great big thank
you to the following, who worked from 9 a.m.
to 11:

Linda Brown, Debbie Gamble, Dylan Gamble,
Diana Lacefield, Annette Pettit, Bill Pettit, Rev.
Steve Reusch, Austin Rogers, Dale Tipton,
and Dakota Weaver. Members of the Saturday
Club, who sponsored the event, provided
morning and noon refreshments and also
helped on the road: Wanda Fielding, Colleen
Hancock, Helen Lacefield, Theresa Mosley,
Betty Pahl, Sharon Peters, Deb Peterson, and
Donna Powell.

Debbie Gamble and Rev. Reusch head down the
tracks toward Hwy 345 and the water treatment plant.

Linda Brown, Ann Pettit, and Bill Pettit start at the
“Top of the Hill” and work their way down.

The state of Arkansas provided trash bags,
gloves, t-shirts, and other supplies. Mayor
McNair arranged for pickup of the bags left on
the side of the highway. This was truly a
community event, one that spruced up Cotter
just in time for Thanksgiving visitors.

Plans are underway to conduct a spring
cleanup two weeks before the Great Cotter
Trout Festival in conjunction with the Keep
America Beautiful program. The tentative date
for the cleanup is Saturday, April 5. Mark your
calendars, watch for more info in the spring,
and join us. The more volunteers we have, the
more streets we can cover.

Thanks again to the Saturday Club and all of
our volunteers.

Dale Tipton cleans up along the
tracks before joining the others
on Hwy 345.



City Council Notes > g

by Mo Mosley
The Cotter City Council met on November 19,
2007 at City Hall. The following is the agenda Firehouse Antiques
with results: 506 2nd Street (Mest door to Post Office)
Cotter, Arkansas 72p2¢

. 14a Duigging, Onimet 3
Action ltems Wed.-Sat. 10 a.m.-5.p.me= or by appaintment
1. Ordinance #2007- 09 (Adjustment of 2007 - WeAbo “Buy”

operating budget) Passed. Ef:{'m:f:;f: W Accepl Visa &
2. Ordinance #2007- 10 (Adjustment of 2007 : : i

operating budget) Passed.

Items 1 & 2 relate to general fund line item 7 Gy 5 Panla thp;\

corrections. e
3. Ordinance #2007- 11 (Adjustment of 2007 Guided Trigs

Street Department Budget) Passed.
4. Discuss 2008 proposed budget. ‘

No action; deferred to workshop. W;’ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁm
S. Re-negotlate I.LE.S.I. sgnltatlon. contract. Come Visit Our New Store

No action; need more information. L\ Ice for 99¢ and other convenience items| of
6. Schedule workshop and set date for

December council meeting.

Workshop: December 11 at 5 p.m.

Council meeting: December 18 at 6 p.m.

RESORT __ sostCanoss

Equgrrecnt Rentah

7. Employee Raises RV 2 R Y ':’f:’- !Il‘i'i,l:;f-."i;f
: . A WL

No action; discuss at workshop. L ; k\x "33_'%.\" Ill/f,
Information Items DY W~
1. Discuss finalizing codification of N XY - \\5 ! }'

ordinances. No action. \ Mg A2, |
2. Update on the Saturday Club and Cotter '| [ \F ~ \‘;@‘:‘V{ V| |

Cleanup Cotter. [ U Ak ‘ul i< |

Made announcement of day and time. | ,;;; Tz |I |\ '.
3. Happy Holidays to everyone! [ “L\ = \\) ! Q‘

I'. _x7 \ /j ; S

From the Audience O </ =
Does the recently passed sign ordinance f.{"__ - _gji.::____ -
prevent big billboard signs from being erected o e ——@
in Cotter? o \@?1 Y & ‘ﬁ\\‘:;,_ e
Yes, but the owner of the new billboard going =
up by the carwash had a permit before the
ordinance was passed. All signs in existence Mf KRY CHRerqa From Tubbie,
prior to the passage of this ordinance were Fﬁfﬁﬂié; Grampy » flurey Too
grandfathered, as well as were all applications Mg

prior to passage.



Reflections: Exuberance
by Deb Peterson

Two recent experiences, and the beginning of
the holiday season, got me thinking about
exuberance. Rather, what it is that curbs our
exuberance. This last month | had occasion to
observe the distinct difference between 7th
and 8th grade students, and | lamented the
inner censor that so clearly shows up around
age fourteen. As | reflected on why this
happens in our society, | realized with chagrin
that my own censor is alive and active.

Ann Jones and Sharon Meyer, teachers at
Yellville-Summit Middle and High Schools,
and friends from my book club, invited me to
speak to their English and Speech classes

about writing and what it’s like to be an author.

My first book, a teen fantasy entitled The Lost
Twins, was released this fall, and a few of the
students had already read it.

It had been a long time since | had done any
public speaking, and | was nervous. The first
class | visited was a 7th-grade English class.
From the moment they walked in the door to
the ringing of the bell at the end of class,
these kids were energetic, joyful, and
genuinely interested. They were exuberant.
Hands shot up immediately when | asked for
guestions, and there were still six or seven in
the air when class was dismissed.

This first class surprised me with their
enthusiasm and eased my fears. | became
more comfortable with the idea of spending
two full days at school.

The older kids were different. They, too, were
polite and well-behaved. They listened
attentively. But the enthusiasm in the room
was noticeably contained. In some classes,
two or three students interested in being
writers asked questions, sometimes inspiring
more from the others, and sometimes not. |
could see the wheels turning in the quiet kids,
but something kept the questions inside. |
didn’t have the tools to draw them out.

The experience troubled me, so | sat down to
write about it in this column, and that's when |
realized that | know exactly what those 8th
graders were feeling. It's the same thing that
makes me, as a new author who has thrown
herself into the public, somewhat unprepared,
panic inside at the thought of what people will
think of my book, my promotional efforts, my
clothes...even my hair!

The exuberance for life and all it brings, the
drive to create, to participate in the allure of
possibility¥sthese are the things that make
writing joyful. To share these joys means |
must take a chance in public and risk being
judged and quite possibly misunderstood. If |
am to develop my gift of writing to my full
potential and share my evolving
understanding of the world and its myriad
possibilities, | have to turn my censor off. But
what will people think?

Who cares what they think! We all do, really,
but therein lies the choice. We can share our
excitement for life or share our fear and
caution. I'm so delighted to find people who
have stayed in touch with their inner child,
who have somehow succeeded in keeping
their censor and their fear of scrutiny at bay.
These people are joyful, creative, exuberant. |
hope some day to count myself one of them. |
wish the same for our students and every one
of you if you aren’t one already.

During this holiday season and long after, may
you be comfortable sharing the joy you feel,
whatever inspires it. Share yourself and your
gifts with the world. Be exuberant. Turn off
your censor and show us what you’ve got
inside.

John Lenihan CEIY
NG
¥ .
Creative Cedar ﬂ,'lh L L S
233 Combs Ave AL VAR F
Cotter, Ar. 72626 — "'

E70 4353487
www.Creativecedar com




Coat Drive a Success Thanks To All

by Mo Mosley
The Saturday Club thanks all who collected or _
donated coats for the Coat Drive. Over one The local shopkeepers wish to thank everyone
hundred coats were collected. who stopped in and supported their recent

Holiday Open House. The turnout was very
good. With Christmas right around the corner,
why not find that gift you are looking for in one
of our Cotter shops.

Deb Peterson’s new teen
novel is available!

Find it in the
shops of Cotter
or at

www.debpeterson.com

for age 8+

Deb Peterson heads up hill picking up trash along
Harding Boulevard
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Chamber Chatter

by Mo Mosley
The monthly Chamber of Commerce meeting

was held November 20, 2007 at the White
Sands Restaurant.

Ilva Duggins called the meeting to order at 8
a.m. Minutes from the last meeting were read
and approved. The treasurer’s report followed
with balances reported from the following
accounts: Chamber General Fund, Chamber
Scholarship Fund, and the CO-OP. The report
was accepted.

The officers for 2008 were introduced and will
be installed at the annual dinner, which will be
at Big Creek County Club on January 19,
2008. There will be no meeting of the chamber
in December or January. The next regular
meeting will be February 18, 2008.

Cotter School Superintendent Don Sharp
made a presentation seeking support for the
Cotter Warrior Foundation. Money donated to
the foundation is used to provide academic
opportunities not otherwise available to our
local students. The foundation awards
scholarships, finances programs, and provides
other activities for our students. Information
can be obtained by contacting the
superintendent’s office or any foundation
board member.

Baxter County Sheriff John Montgomery
announced his department’s new website at
www.baxtercountysheriff.com. The site is
excellent and contains almost everything you
would want to know about the sheriff's
department.

Light the Loop participation was encouraged
and requested. Jolene Treat is Cotter’'s Light
the Loop representative and can be contacted
at City Hall where entry forms are available.

Iva Duggins said she enjoyed serving as
chamber president and feels that it was her
privilege to head the organization this past

year. We all thank you, Iva, and look forward
to your future involvement in the chamber.

The chamber wishes everyone a very MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

Recycle Cell Phones

Don’t throw away old cell phones. Many parts
can be reused and some phones can still be
used to call 911 in case of emergency. Look
for collection boxes at the following locations:

Citco at Gassville

Citco at Midway

Citco on corner of College and 62 in MH
Citco on corner of 9™ at College in MH
Conoco on Hwy 5 South

Cotter City Hall

Cotter Post Office

Country Club Liquor

First Federal Bank

Gassville City Hall

Muffler World in MH

Sunfest Market

Telephone Connection

White Sands Restaurant

Proceeds from cell phone collection will
support Serenity House.

Any business willing to serve as a collection
point, please contact any member of the
Saturday Club of Cotter.




Spotlighting Cotter History

by Wanda Fielding

Spotlighting Cotter History is a look back in
time at some of the wonderful events that
made Cotter the charming city it is today. This
month, after a little arm twisting, | was
convinced by good friends to reprint excerpts
from an article | wrote about the Christmas in
the Park celebration that was held in Big
Spring Park on December 10, 1994. The
event was planned and hosted by the Cotter
Care Crew. | was president of the Care Crew
at the time, and wanted to thank all those who
made the gathering a success.

From Cotter Calling, No. 5, Cotter's newsletter
of December 20, 1994

Many Help Make a Lovely Christmas

A bond cementing friendships, old and new,
seems uniquely ours. Once this bond of
friendship is formed, it is never lost, the
bonding occurring as we share both
experiences and the passage of time. Another
link was added in that bonding at our
Christmas in the Park program on December
10. We are so blessed as our community
shared this wonderful holiday season with
friends, family, and neighbors. Thank you for
braving the cold, cold weather and being
there. We spent many hours on this program
because we love and care about our
community and the people who live here and
have great pride in calling Cotter our home.
The big tree and the park area lights were
turned on, and it is beautiful. If you use your
imagination, you can hear the carolers
singing. The wreaths and the big star lead the
way to the park.

The following people helped to make
Christmas in the Park a success: Herbert and
Katharine Pitman for donating the big tree;
David Tucker and his crew from Tucker
Lumber Co. for cutting, moving, and helping
set up the tree; city employees for many jobs;
Yelcot Telephone Co. for helping to decorate
the tree and installing wreaths on poles; AP&L

employees for installation of wreaths on poles;
Mrs. Coble’s and Mr. Beard'’s sixth-grade
students from Cotter School for helping to
make decorations for the tree; Louis Dennis
for making the wooden tree for the park area;
B. J. Lowry for publicity in Cotter Calling; the
Baxter Bulletin for the great article and
pictures in Senior Focus; Cotter School
Update newspaper; KTLO Radio and the Daily
Times for publicity; Wild Warrior 4-H Club
members for help at the program; Jack
Burkhart and his assistants who helped with
parking control; Bill Blackwell for Santa’s big
chair; and Cotter Volunteer Fire Department
for transporting Santa to the park.

Thanks, also, to those appearing on the
program: the Rev. Gayle Brooks, Mayor Rex
Bayless, Ruth Boyd Page, Mrs. John Riddles,
1994 Cotter School Christmas Royalty as our
special guests, Cotter High School Band Wind
Ensemble and directors Tim Nelson and Bill
Pittman, Elmer Overton, who was Santa
Claus, Quality Printing Company for printing
our beautiful programs, and Phillip Rice for the
use of the trailer for a stage.

As you can see, so many people helped us
and we sincerely hope we have not left
anyone out. If so, we apologize as each and
every job was necessary and important. And
we thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

The winner of our painting, “Christmas in the
Park” by Joyce McNair, was Mary Cox of Rea
Valley in Flippin. Congratulations to Mary, and
we know she will enjoy it as she is a native of
Cotter.

We wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
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Coming Events

Chamber of Commerce Meeting
3" Tuesday each month
8 a.m., White Sands Restaurant

Regular City Council Meeting

4™ Thursday each month

6 p.m., City Hall

December meeting changed due to the

holidays (see page 6). Verify time at City Hall.

PHARMACY

(870) 435-5757

7337 Hwy. 62°W,
Gazzville, AR 72635
hion-Fri, & am-6 pm

Clinr Reckrenwald
FPharmacisr,, Oomer

fas; 435 -5758

\ beed annd breabdas) as the heat ol e © lomks

914 Combs Avenue
Cotter, AR 72026

The Trout Capital News is published monthly
by the Trout Capital News Association and
focuses on promoting Cotter. It is printed by
H&S Printing. Find us on the web at
www.troutcapitalnews.com. The paper is
published monthly, or as often as cash flow
allows. Circulation is currently 400.

The mission of the Trout Capital News is to
promote Cotter and report news of importance
to Cotter citizens. We invite all of you to send
news, articles, pictures, ideas, and/or
suggestions to the Trout Capital News at P.O.
Box 238, Cotter, AR 72626 or e-mail the
editor or publisher at the addresses below.
The editorial deadline is 4:30 p.m. on the last
Tuesday before the last full weekend of each
month. Donations to the paper are welcome.

Contact any association member with news:

Publishers: Mo and Theresa Mosley
etmosley@suddenlink.net
Editor: Deb Peterson
deb@debpeterson.com
Online editor: Judy Sharp
Distribution and Promotion: Jerry and Marilyn
Morris

Now you can have the Trout Capital News
mailed directly. To subscribe, send your
name and address with $10 to:

Trout Capital News Association
P.O. Box 238, Cotter, AR, 72626.

Irene Lenihan
233 Combs Ave
Cotter AR. 72626
870 435-2487

Beaded jewelry, unigue special
occasion jewelry and custom
scrapbooks
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