TROUT CAPITAL NEWS

Cotter, Arkansas

Vol. Il Number 9 Published by the Trout Capital News Association January/February 2008

From Left: Peter Peitz (Board Member 2007, 2008), lva Duggins (President 2007), Sonny
Sharp (Board Member 2007, 2008), Debbie Gamble (Secretary 2008), Margaret Stammer
(Treasurer 2007), Gil Stammer (Vice President 2007), Elwood “Mo” Mosley (President
2008), Jim Terrell (Board Member 2008), and John Carr (Vice President 2008).

Cotter Area Chamber of Commerce
Elects New Officers

by Theresa Mosley

The Cotter Area Chamber of Commerce hosted their annual dinner banquet at which
the reins of the chamber were turned over to the incoming officers. Outgoing Vice
President, Gil Stammer, presented plaques for distinguished service to outgoing
President, lva Duggins, and to Board Member, Peter Peitz, honoring them for their hard
work in the past year. On behalf of the new officers, new President Mo Mosley
presented framed certificates of appreciation to each of the outgoing officers. 2007
Secretary, Carolyn Gill, was also present but not available for the photo.

For more, see “Chamber Chatter” within.




Cotter Public Schools
by Mo Mosley

We continue our feature highlighting
individuals who contribute to the success of
Cotter Public Schools. This month we
introduce four key employees¥. Donald Matrler,
Maintenance and Transportation Supervisor;
Tammy Stunbaugh, High School Secretary;
Carol Nusch, Elementary School Secretary
and Sharon Litty, Food Services Director. We
are fortunate to have so many outstanding
people serving our community through our
schools

Donald Marler
Maintenance and Transportation
Supervisor

Donald Marler oversees the maintenance and
safety of all Cotter school buses, a very
important job considering the cargo they carry.
Students from all over Cotter and Gassville
ride the bus to and from school daily. | am
reminded of my talk with Mr. Sharp when |
started these interviews. He pointed out how
critical the school bus experience is to a
young student’s outlook because they start
and end each day on the bus.

Donald takes his job, which requires state
certification, very seriously. He determines
and evaluates the bus routes and makes
changes as required. He also drives a school
bus and has found this part of his job to be
very interesting over the years. As for his
thoughts on whether or not he has what he
needs to do his job, he said, “My needs are
met. The only thing that isn’t yet available is a
fenced parking area for the buses.”

Mr. Marler has been with Cotter Schools for
17 years and believes the number of good
teachers who stay at Cotter for years is an
indicator that we have good schools here. He
has been married for 29 years and has
children ages 23, 19, and 17.

Tammy Stunbaugh
High School Secretary

Tammy Stunbaugh is the first person you see
when you visit the high school. This is true if
you're a student, faculty, parent, principal, or
visitor. For two years she has directed traffic,
answered questions, coordinated activities,
and maintained control of an office that
sometimes borders on chaos.

Tammy does the secretarial work for the
principal and the high school, and coordinates
the principal’s schedule. She applies her many
talents when and where the need arises in the
course of a day. If you hang around the office
for awhile, you'll see that she has the respect
and confidence of the many people who come
to the office for myriad reasons.

Regarding the future, Mrs. Stunbaugh feels
confident that the school will make the right
moves for the good of all concerned. She
moved to Cotter from Cabot, is married, and
has children ages 21, 16, and 9.
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Carol Nusch
Elementary School Secretary

Carol Nusch is a secretary, counselor, nurse,
comforter, and problem solver, a “jack of all
trades”. I'm sure she uses all of those trades
in her job, which is interesting, and from what |
saw, continuous. She likes what she does and
does what she likes well.

Mrs. Nusch, speaking about needs, said, “If
we need it, we get it. The administrators are
well aware of the school’s needs and they do
everything they can to see that everyone’s
needs are met.”

When | asked about how everyone gets along,
Carol said that working together and doing
their best to get along is characteristic of
everyone at Cotter Schools. I've been amazed
by my own observations of how well people
here get along. The staff seems to fit together
well, and so does the student body. When you
look at the longevity of the staff, you realize
that the administrators do a good job of
selecting and hiring at our schools.

Carol has worked at Cotter Schools for 29
years. She has two grown children who
graduated from Cotter Schools and now has
grandchildren attending the school.
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Sharon Litty

Food Services Director

Sharon Litty generates all of the menus, buys
all of the food, writes government reports, and
verifies that government regulations are
followed to ensure the schools receive
government-issued staples. All meals must
meet the nutritional guidelines established by
the government. The school feeds around 200
children for breakfast and up to 580 lunches.
The day | talked with Mrs. Litty, she was
serving the popular “chicken nuggets” and
said, “This will definitely be a 580-meal lunch.”
I must admit they did smell good.

Sharon and her staff are busy at all times, not
only do they cook and serve, they do it around
whatever else is going on in the cafeteria.
School pictures were being taken the day |
was there.

When asked what she needs to do her job
even better, Carol said with a smile, “I'd like to
have a new kitchen before retire.” She was
quick to add that she does get what she
needs, “but I'd still like to see the new
kitchen.” It is evident that when she leaves
she will not be easily replaced. | hope she
gets that new kitchen before then.

Sharon Litty has been married 45 years and
has five grown children. She has worked at
Cotter Schools for 19 years.



Reflections: Arkansas Birds
by Deb Peterson

I've gotten more comments on the column |
wrote last August, when we walked together
along the river in Cotter, than almost anything
else I've written. This month, | want to take
you birding in my own yard. I'm a Minnesota
girl, as many of you know, and two years after
moving to Arkansas, I'm still learning the new
trees, plants, and birds | encounter here.

My new landscaping includes two bird-feeding
areas that | can see out my kitchen window. |
added them partly for vertical interest, partly
because I've had bird feeders in previous
yards, partly because | think feeding the birds
is a nice thing to do, and largely because my
mother is a bird lover. She may never see my
feeders, but when I call her in Minnesota and
tell her about the Arkansas birds that are new
to both of us, the seven hundred miles
between us vanish. The thrill in her voice and
the fluttering pages of her bird book make me
feel like she’s right beside me.

“You have mockingbirds!” she said one
summer day. “Phoebes! Road Runners!
Really? And scissor-tailed flycatchers!”

She instructed me to write each sighting in the
bird book she gave me, which | sometimes do,
and sometimes forget all about. Last summer
on our walk, you may remember | was
stopped breathless in my tracks by a brilliant
indigo bunting. In my own yard, tanagers,
bluebirds, warblers, orioles, and finches catch
my eye as they flash by or dot the thicket next
door with their bright, happy color.
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Oriole on Feeder

All winter long, male and female cardinals
crowd my feeders, and I've grown to love the
softly muted colors of the female even more
than her mate’s dazzling red feathers. They're
all beautiful in their own way, even the
sparrows and other tiny birds | see every day
and haven't been able to identify. | want to call
them nuthatches or wrens, but when | pull out
my laminated card of Arkansas birds, | can’t
pick them out of the many sub-species, and by
the time | pull my Peterson Field Guide to
Birds down, the darling little things have flown
off.

The woodpecker families do this to me all the
time. | know I've seen a downy woodpecker,
or was it a red-cockaded one? Is that a flicker
or a thrush? Is it a nuthatch, a chickadee, or a
tufted titmouse? An eastern phoebe or a
wood-pewee? Is it a goldfinch, a warbler, or a
vireo? You can see my problem. | know real
birders learn these things, and know what
every bird sounds like. I'm counting on getting

better. One of these days.
Continued next page...



Many of the birds that visit my yard at different
times of the year are unmistakable: the
mourning dove and the ruby-throated
hummingbird, swallows, martins, and
grackles. Tim and | are astonished every time
we see a group of pileated woodpeckers in the
yard. They're way too big for my small feeder,
but they do acrobatics to feed from it anyway.

One day, | watched for over an hour as two
magnificent black vultures sat next to each
other in a tree in my neighbor’s yard, then
mated gently in the grass, and then grazed
together for a long time. It was remarkably
loving, whether or not birds experience love,
and | still marvel at the memory.

Feeding the birds in my yard brings me, and
the neighborhood cats, a lot of joy, and it's
something | can share with my mom across
three states.

“They spotted an ivory-billed woodpecker in
Arkansas,” my mother reported to me. “It's
shy. | don’t think you'll see that one in your
yard, honey.” Nope. And | wouldn’t know it if |
did.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
PO BOX 489

COTTER, AR T2626 (870) 4354456

Welcome To Baxter House
Adult Day Services Center!

Arkansas provides low-cost day care for
persons with mental or physical
impairments, and for those who can no
longer stay at home alone. Individuals with
Alzheimer’s disease, other memory
problems, stroke victims, and extremely
frail elderly are all welcomed and cared for
by our friendly, trained, professional staff.

The goal of the program is to offer
participants devoted care and attention,
delicious and nutritious hot meals,
structured recreational activities, physical
exercise, and special contact with others,
all in a cheerful, home-like atmosphere.
Preserving the dignity and protecting the
privacy of our participants is a high priority.

This service is available to all who need it.
Transportation to and from the center in a
wheelchair-accessible van is ready for
those who need it.

For details please contact:
Carolyn Treat
Center Director

870-425-7585

of Fancy Creations
Irene Lenihan
233 Combs Ave
Cotter AR. 72626
870 435-2487

Beaded jewelry, unique special
occasion jewelry and custom
scrapbooks




Business News

Toll House Gifts & Antiques , at the end of
the Rainbow Arch bridge, announces a
February 6 reopening after closing for
remodeling. Stop by to see Tina’'s new, wide-
open space and her new items. Shop hours
are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Saturday. Call the shop at 870-435-5577.

White Mist of Cotter Gifts at 106 Combs
Avenue reopens on Wednesday, February 6.
Shop hours for February and March are 10
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday through
Saturday. April through December, shop hours
are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. New artist and artisan presentation
inquiries are welcome! Call the shop at 870-
435-5966.

Rainbow Bridge Treasures. Nettie Tipton will
open February 6 with regular hours 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., Wednesday through Saturday. You are
welcome to come in and see the treasures
any time!

Fire House Antiques on Second Street will
be open Wednesday through Saturday, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Come in and see all the great
things Iva has in her shop.

The Herb Market on Second Street in
downtown Cotter is open and has many
interesting items. Stop in and see Lana’s
inventory of unique items, you'll be fascinated
by her products.

Dearmore Insurance has moved to the new
building at the corner of Ryan Road and
Highway 62/412. The business is staffed by
Grant Dearmore and David Dearmore. They
can satisfy any of your insurance needs:
personal, commercial, life, health, business,
automobile, or any other. Grant promises if
you stop by with a question while on your way
to ShapeFitness next door, he’ll have an
answer by the time you finish your workout.
Stop by and let our local agents handle your
insurance.

ShapeFitness. Joy Copeland has opened a
fitness center at the corner of Ryan Road and
Highway 62/412. The center is open around
the clock for your convenience. You can reach
the center at 870-449-TRIM. Give them a call
to improve your health and to welcome this
new business to town. ShapeFitness has
individual and family plans to meet everyone’s
needs.

Cotter Trout Dock. Ron and Debbie Gamble
have completely remodeled their digs. The
office has new walls, new carpet, new
counters, and fresh paint. The outside of the
building and the roof also have a fresh coat of
paint. Stop in and talk to Ron or Debbie about
hiring one of their excellent guides for a float
trip down the beautiful White River.

Visit our local merchants and see for yourself the wonderful and
interesting things in Cotter’s shops. You'll be glad you did.
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City Council Notes /
-

by Mo Mosley

The Cotter City Council met in City Hall on
January 24, 2008 at 6 p.m. The following is
the agenda and actions taken:

ACTION ITEMS

1. Discuss setting a date for the next
workshop.
Date set for February 20.

2. Update inventory in Water Department
Shop.
This year’s inventory shows a greater
value than last year.

3. Discuss purchase of a camera for the
(CSLC) sewage system.
The camera is used by the line crew to
find leaks and identify sources of in-
leakage to the system.

INFORMATION

1. Annual Great CotterTrout Festival set
for April 18- 19, 2008. Chief Thrasher
will check with the county about Friday
night coverage for the festival.

2. Discuss annual Spring Clean Up.
Council will check with the Chamber of
Commerce regarding the date of the
City Wide Yard Sale.

3. Mayor’'s comments for the new year.
Comments by council members and
the Mayor pertained to yard clean up
and junk car removal, pointing out that
this was not an easy task. There were
also some general comments
pertaining to a water rate study that is
being done. No detail were available.

All citizens of the City of Cotter are invited to
attend council meetings. Come and find out
what’s going on in your town. Get info you
can’'t get any other way.

Recycle Cell Phones

Don't throw away old cell phones. Many parts
can be reused and some phones can be
programmed only for calling 911 in case of
emergency. Look for the collection boxes at
the following locations:

Citco at Gassville

Citco at Midway

Citco on corner of College and 62 in MH
Citco on corner of 9" at College in MH
Conoco on Hwy 5 South

Cotter City Hall

Cotter Post Office

Country Club Liquor

First Federal Bank

Gassville City Hall

Muffler World in MH

Sunfest Market

Telephone Connection

Proceeds from cell phone collection support
Serenity House.

Any business willing to serve as a collection
point, please contact any member of the
Saturday Club of Cotter.
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Chamber Chatter

by Mo Mosley

Py
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The Cotter Area Chamber of Commerce held
their annual dinner/meeting at Big Creek
Country Club on Saturday, January 19. Gil
Stammer presented Ilva Duggins with a plaque
in appreciation for her year of work as
President of the Chamber. He presented a
second plaque to Peter Peitz in recognition of
his work toward implementation of the Co-Op.
Peter spoke about the start of the Co-Op, its
progress, and its future.

The officers for 2008 were introduced: Mo
Mosley, President; John Carr, Vice President;
Debbie Gamble, Secretary; Jolene
McWilliams, Treasurer; Jim Terrell, Sonny
Sharp, Peter Peitz, board members. Mosley
presented Certificates of Appreciation to last
year’s officers lva Duggins, Gil Stammer,
Margaret Stammer, Carolyn Gill, John Dubois,
and Sonny Sharp.

Gary Flippin announced that he is satisfied
with the progress of plans for the Great Cotter
Trout Festival. Gary has arranged for the
Chamber to get a fish cooker from a patron of
his. More festival news to follow.

The first regular Chamber meeting of the year
was held January 25, 2008. The following
items were on the agenda:

1. Discussion about working together on
the Trout Festival and an all-out effort
to make this one the very best.

2. The rewriting of the by-laws, headed up
by Dennis Dunderdale, who reported
they were ready for review. Members
can review them on the Chamber
website. The new by-laws will be
discussed at the February meeting and
voted on at the March meeting.

3. Jolene McWilliams was introduced as
our new Treasurer.

4. The annual membership drive is
underway. Please send your dues to
the Chamber.

5. An all-out effort to gain members will be
headed up by Mo Mosley and John
Carr.

6. An overall complete picture of progress
on the planning for the Trout Festival
will be presented at the next meeting.

7. Alist of projects was read. Some are in
need of help. These projects were
identified at the officer turnover
meeting.

Kelly Link spoke on behalf of the Friends of
the Hatchery and was well received. Cotter
School Superintendent Don Sharp pointed out
that no decision has been made about what
the School Board was going to ask for in the
way of school needs. He will make an
announcement when needs are determined.
He also explained the process for selecting
students to recommend for scholarships. The
meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m.

Gary Flippin informs banquet attendees about
the Field and Stream magazine article listing
Mountain Home as the second best fishing
city in the United States. The magazine’s
website includes on-line comments about the
article. Someone wrote that Cotter really is the
Trout Capital USA! Attendees wondered just
how many fish have been caught in Mountain
Home. But seriously, we are blessed to be in
an area with access to so many lakes, rivers,
and streams.
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Spotlighting Cotter History

by Wanda Fielding

Spotlighting Cotter History is a look back in
time at some of the wonderful events that
made Cotter the charming city it is today. This
month we’re shining the spotlight on Signal
Rock, a beautiful rock formation on the bluff at
Hopkins Overlook, where Harding Boulevard
curves into downtown Cotter. Looking uphill,
it's the second large rock formation.

Judi Sharp and | have been unable to find any
records that explain why this rock was called
Signal Rock, but it is well known that the
Cherokees, and perhaps others, camped at
Big Spring Park, and the rock could have been
used by them to send smoke signals. It's also
possible that the rock was named during the
steamboat era. Perhaps a flag was raised as a
signal to the boats to stop at Cotter Landing.

The only reference we have to Signal Rock is
the photograph shown here, which was sent to
the Cotter Chamber of Commerce with the
following note:

About 1908, a young man
named William Hardy
McSpadden of Mount Pleasant
(Izard County), Arkansas moved
to Cotter and worked in a store
operated by a family friend. Two
years later, McSpadden moved
to Teague, Texas to work in a
store operated by a relative. The
postcard photo, made by
“Turner” does not depict Mr.
McSpadden, but perhaps a
friend. It remained in the family
collection in Texas until returned
to Mrs. McSpadden’s relatives in
Arkansas during the 1960s. It
has been assumed that
McSpadden purchased the
picture while living in Cotter
(1908-09). McSpadden returned
briefly to Mount Pleasant in 1911
to marry Miss Eunice Ogilvie, a
great-aunt to Craig Ogilvie of
Batesville, Arkansas, who
donated this copy of the
photograph to the Cotter
Chamber of Commerce in 2004.

If anyone has information about how Signal
Rock got its name, please call Wanda Fielding
at 870-435-6371, or send your Signal Rock
stories to P. O. Box 238, Cotter, AR, 72626.

10



Cotter News Sought

The Trout Capital News Association
encourages all businesses, citizens, churches,
and organizations in the greater Cotter area to
submit articles and notices to the Trout Capital
News, which is published monthly. Please see
the contact information on the back page.

We also welcome short stories and photos of
experiences of growing up in the area or
related to the history of Cotter.

As always, we are looking for sponsors and
advertisers to help with printing costs. Private
sponsor donations of any amount are
appreciated.

A business card advertisement can be
included in one issue of the newsletter for only
$10, or in twelve issues for $100. Quarter-
page ads are $25 per issue or $250 per year;
half-page ads are $50 per issue or $500 per
year; and whole-page ads are $100 per issue
or $1000 per year. Ads may be changed
throughout the year at no additional charge.

The paper also accepts “For Sale” ads:

$5 buys you up to five column lines in one
issue. Longer ads of six to ten column lines
cost $10 per issue.

All articles and advertisements must be
received by 4:30 p.m. on the last Tuesday
before the last full weekend of each month.
See the back page for all addresses.

Signal Rock as it appears today
from the walking trail below Hopkins Overlook
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Coming Events

Chamber of Commerce Meeting
3'Y Tuesday each month
8 a.m. at White Sands Restaurant

Regular City Council Meeting
4™ Thursday each month
6 p.m. at City Hall (Verify time at City Hall)

Mark your calendars for these important
spring events:’

Saturday, April 5: Cotter will participate in the
Keep America Beautiful campaign. All
interested in picking up litter will meet at the
Spring House at 10 a.m.

Friday and Saturday, April 18 -19: the 7th
Annual Great Cotter Trout Festivall

This newsletter is published monthly by the
Trout Capital News Association and focuses
on organized activities. It is printed by H&S
Printing. It is also published electronically at
www.troutcapitalnews.com. The paper is
published monthly, or as often as cash flow
allows. Circulation: 400.

The mission of the new Trout Capital News is
to promote Cotter and report news of
importance to Cotter citizens. We invite all of
you to send news, articles, pictures, ideas,
and/or suggestions to the Trout Capital News
at P.O. Box 238, Cotter, AR 72626 or e-malil
the editor or publisher at the addresses
below. The editorial deadline is 4:30 p.m. on
the last Tuesday before the last full weekend
of each month. Donations to the paper are
welcome.

You may also contact any association
member with news:

Publishers: Mo and Theresa Mosley
etmosley@suddenlink.net
Editor: Deb Peterson
deb@debpeterson.com
Online editor: Judi Sharp
Distribution and Promotion: Jerry and Marilyn
Morris

Now you can have the Trout Capital News
mailed directly to you. To subscribe, send
your name and address with $10 to:

Trout Capital News Association
P.O. Box 238, Cotter, AR, 72626.
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