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Youth Center Re-opens 
Submitted by Carolyn Gill 

 
Your North Arkansas Youth Center, located in the historic 
Cotter gym on Powell Street, is re-opened!  During the 
month of July, the Center was closed in order to complete 
some much needed maintenance....and work we did.  
Board members, staff and volunteers pitched in to repair 
the roof, fill holes, paint bleachers, replace the hot water 
heater, clean closets, and paint rooms and the stage. Tim 
Malaney and Dallas Sebold worked tirelessly on the 
removal of the deteriorated main sign. Enough work was 
accomplished that re-opening the Center was realized 
August 1 and regular hours were resumed.  Renovations 
are continuing and we would love your help. 
  
The Youth Center is open: 
    Monday, Tuesday, & Thursday 3:00-7:30 
    Wednesday                            3:00-6:30 
    Saturday                                1:00-9:00 
    Sunday                                  2:00-5:30 
  
The Center is open for all types of groups and individuals 
to use from birthday parties to evening basketball.  Earlier 
this year the Youth Center was awarded a $1,000 grant 
from the Twin Lakes Community Foundation. This money will be used to conduct a Substance Free Program 
this Fall. There will be prizes for the achievers. 
  
Presently there is a survey being done to learn what hours and programs would best serve the users of the 
Youth Center. To submit your ideas or to volunteer please contact any Board Member: 
  
Holly Smith    435-2488         Andrea Kray      435-2580 Grant Dearmore    404-6206 
Wanda Fielding   435-6371         Gary Flippin       435-6144           Clint Recktenwald   435-5757 
Fran Smith          435-6653          Gwynna Walker 492-6951          Kathy Weaver         435-2204 
 
 
 
 

Youth Center receives grant from Twin Lakes Community 
Foundation. Pictured are Carolyn Gill, Youth Center Board 
President, Holly Smith, Vice-President and Janice Flether of the 
Foundation 



City Council Meeting Notes 
By Mo Mosley 

_____________________________________ 
 
The regular meeting began at 6:00 PM Thursday 
August 27, 2009. Acting Mayor Peggy Hammack 
called the meeting to order and had a roll call by 
Andrea Gray who was filling in as City Clerk. The 
first subject was the news that Mayor David McNair 
had resigned and a replacement needed to be 
selected.  The process is that the City Council 
selects a replacement or calls for a Special 
Election.   
 
Sue Whittington proposed to the Council that a 
citizens committee be in charge of recruiting 
applicants, interviewing them and providing results 
to the City Council to aid in selection of a 
replacement. After much discussion Councilman 
Peters proposed that the suggestion be followed. 
The proposal was seconded by Councilman Gil 
Stammer.  Councilman Jack Burkhart and Tom 
Stuecken voted against the proposal and 
Councilman John Dubois and Denis  Dunderdale 
voted for it. A call for interested applicants to the 
audience brought forth six respondents. They were 
Denis Dunderdale and John Dubois, both on the 
Council and Sharon Peters, Carolyn Gil, Bob 
Ashlock and Mo Mosley. The City attorney advised 
that Dunderdale and Dubois should recues 
themselves from voting on the candidates. 
The candidates will complete a survey by Sept 5, 
2009 and submit it to the City. The Council 
members will review the surveys and interview 
candidates on Sept. 17, 2009 and vote for the 
Mayor at the Sept. 24, 2009 regular scheduled 
Council Meeting. All interested Cotter citizens 
should turn out for both of these meetings. Citizens 
should then make their Council Representative 
aware of whom they think better prepared to do the 
job. 
 
There was discussion of how many hours the 
Mayor should be available to the citizens of Cotter.  
It appears that for $21,800 a year the Mayor should 
be available five days a week except for vacation, 
meetings, sickness or other personal reasons. This 
position should be a full time job not a fill in job 
while not working on a job of "higher priority".  The 
Mayor should spend his time in City Hall, if he has 
outside interests that prevent that, he should not 
take the job. The salary makes this one of the 
better paying jobs in Cotter and it should be treated 
as such. 
 

Mr. Herb Parker was on the agenda to present to 
the City Council his disapproval of the handling of 
the City’s case against him because of his property 
on 2nd and McLean. His contention was that the 
approach and the way the ordinance was enforced 
were not in compliance with the normal “Good ‘Ole 
Boy Southern Tradition.” A lot of discussion was 
carried out, most of which was not flattering to 
either side. Mr.  Parker pled not guilty at his court 
date, so he will return for a trial.  The end result 
may be that we are finally going to clean up “All of 
the city.” That remains to be seen, but it appears 
that it may now happen. 
 
Cotter Fire Chief Jim Whittington was not pleased 
with the distribution of FEMA money from the ice 
storm last winter. The fire Department set up and 
manned a shelter for Cotter residents while power 
was off in town. Whittington feels the Fire 
Department should get part of the remaining 
$16,500, after initial disbursement, for their efforts 
in the shelter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWEET DEAL FOR COTTER 
 
The Twin Lakes Playhouse is in rehearsal 
for their upcoming play “Dial M for Murder” 
and will have a dress rehearsal on 
September 3. The majority of proceeds 
from this performance will be donated to 
the North Arkansas Youth Center.  Tickets 
are available from Carolyn Gil at 435-2207 
and are $12 each. Lets take in a great 
show and send some help to the Youth 
Center at the same time. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Life is Good” 
 
Genuine Care Pharmacy & Genuine Gifts in 
Gassville is pleased to be a local “Life is Good” 
retailer.  They have a full range of items for the 
lover of the arts, sports, outdoors, and even the 
proud pet-lovers.  Whether you play golf, fish, 
garden, hike, play music or canoe,  “Life is Good 
“has something for you.  Genuine Care is also 
stocked with a large selection of coffee mugs and 
thermoses for the avid coffee drinkers.  There is 
indeed something for every age group from 
adorable little outfits and hats for infants to extra-
extra large adults shirts with caps to coordinate.   
Genuine Care will nicely wrap any gift purchases 
free of charge.    
  
If you are not familiar with the “Life is Good” brand 
or their products then you may want to go to the 
website www.lifeisgood.com to learn more about 
the charitable company and it’s humble beginnings. 
  
Life is Good begun with two brothers selling t-shirts 
on street corners and peddling shirts door-to-door 

at college dormitories. These two guys were 
desperately trying to make a go of their t-shirt 
business, but with little success. For five years the 
brothers lived in their van, ate peanut butter and 
jelly, and showered when they could.  However, 
their luck turned an about-face because in 1994, 
with a combined sum of  $78 in the bank they 
sketched the characters “Jake” and “Rocket” and 
their business grew from there.  Today “Life is 
Good” is an optimistic company that tries to spread 
good vibes throughout the world.   
  
“Life is Good” founded the “Life is Good Kid’s 
Foundation” that has raised over four million dollars 
to help kids facing unfair challenges including the 
trauma of violence, poverty, or loss.  Each season 
the “Life is Good” company has certain t-shirts or 
merchandise where 100% of the profits go towards 
their charity.      
  
Clint and Sara Recktenwald, owners of Genuine 
Care Pharmacy wondered what they could sell 
beside “drugs” in the pharmacy they purchased in 
August 2007.  Clint pondered the idea to Sara,  
“Wouldn’t it be cool to sell  Life is Good?” Clint did 
the research and made it possible to sell a product 
line that he and Sara had already grown to love.   
The couple joked, “we wouldn’t care to get stuck 
with this stuff and from now on our family and 
friends will always receive nice gifts.” 
 
Genuine Care Pharmacy & Genuine Gifts invites 
you to come and see how “Life is Good.”  Tell them 
you read this article and receive an additional 10% 
off any sale item and 10% off any full price 
merchandise from now until October 1st.    
 
 

 
 

September 12th - Get your Ducks Now! 
Call 435-5966 

 

Carter and Millie Babb (nephew and niece of Clint and Sara) 
model their "Life is Good" pajamas. 



Chamber of Commerce News 
by Mo Mosley 

 
Work continues on the Spring House and it is 
almost ready for a Grand Opening. The main 
building is finished, less new carpet which must 
wait awhile.  It has been rented a few times and 
those who have used the building have been quite 
pleased with it. We have several open dates and 
hope people in town will want to use the building for 
parties or business gatherings.  
 
The new office is almost finished, we need to hang 
a new outside door, lay the carpet which has been 
purchased, a little touch up paint, put up the new 
sign outside and finish the brochure rack. When 
this project is complete the Cotter Area Chamber of 
Commerce will have a great new office and the city 
will have a new gathering place. Those who have 
worked on the project are to be complimented.  
 
We will soon be looking for a nominating committee 
for next year’s CACC.  If you have desires to be an 
Officer or a Board Member of the CACC or a 
member of the nominating committee let us know. 
Only members of the CACC need apply. Contact 
any board member to join the CACC. 
 
We need people to help with food preparation and 
serving at the Duck Race on Sept 12, 2009. If you 
are interested in helping out with the work give us a 
call at 321-1243. If you don’t want to work please 
be sure to stop by and buy something good to eat 
at the Duck Race, whatever the CACC makes at 
the Duck Race will help defer the cost of the Spring 
House “Make Over.” 
 
The Saturday  sales in the Park have been hit and 
miss. We had some rain a couple of weekends and 
a couple of weekends when people were out of 
town.  We have had days when we took in over a 
hundred dollars and days when we took in 10 
dollars. Takes a bull headed person to keep after it. 
However, your Dad probably told you there would 
be days like that. 
 
Don’t forget the Business  After Hours this month it 
will be held at Simply Beautiful in Gassville on 
Thursday, September 10th from 5PM until 6:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Duane Hada's Fall 
Workshop Schedule  

 
Choose the morning or the evening class: 

 

Watercolor Workshop  
 

Meets four Mondays 
Sept. 14, Sept. 21, Sept. 28, and Oct. 5, 2009   

 
Morning Class   9:00 A.M. to Noon 

Evening Class 5:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
 

Total of 12 hours of workshop instruction. 
Fee:  $150.00 

 
 

Studio time is available for Monday morning and 
Monday evening workshop artist.  Workshop artists 
are encouraged to paint at the Cotter Spring House 
Monday afternoons for a $10.00 additional fee for 
each session. Duane will be at the Cotter Spring 
House from 1:30 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. to critique and 
offer guidance on your paintings. This will not be an 
instructional period. 
 
Spaces for the Cotter Spring House Workshops are 
limited.   
 
Please notify Sandy Barksdale (870)424-0151 as 
soon as possible if you are interested. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t forget the Spring House for parties 
during the Holidays. 

 
Anyone wanting to rent the building 

should call (870)321-1243 or ask any 
CACC Officer or Board Member. 

 
 Please make your friends and 

neighbors aware of this building. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plein Air Artist Invitation 

 
The Great Cotter Duck Race , Saturday 
September 12, 2009, will afford plein air artists 
many painting opportunities.  Bring your painting 
gear -- easels, chair, paints or drawing medium – 
and join us in the Big Spring Park from 10 A.M. to 4 
P.M.    
  
Artists are encouraged to bring completed artwork 
to sell.  You do not need a booth to display and sell 
your work.  You keep 100% of sale price. 
  
No registration is required – no registration fee.  
  
Please share this information with other artists.  
  
For more information, e-mail or call  
Sandy Barksdale 
870 – 424-0151 
sbarksdale@centurytel.net  
 
Artists interested in setting up a booth to sell or 
display their work should call Julia at White Mist of 
Cotter (870 - 435-5966) for more information. 
  
 
 

 

Jewelry Trunk Shows 
 
A number of Jewelry Trunk Shows are on tap in 
Cotter. Come out an visit our area shops and meet 
the artists at White Mist of Cotter Gifts: 
 
Jewelry by Char ~ Charlotte Parnell of Harrison, AR 
Saturday, October 3, 2009    10:30am-4pm 
  
Jewelry by Clara ~ Clara Stultz of Norfork, AR 
Fri. & Sat., October 9-10, 2009   10am-4:30pm 
Fri. & Sat., November 27-28, 2009      10am-4:30 
 
Unique Fused Glass Art Jewelry ~ Judith Burnor of 
Mountain Home, AR 
Fri. & Sat., October 16-17, 2009    10am-4pm 
 
Viva La Beads Handmade Lampworked Beaded 
Jewelry ~ Ruth Kelley of Gainsville, MO 
Fri. & Sat., October 23-24, 2009    10am-4pm 
 
GypsyScout Jewelry ~ Pamela Phillips of Flippin, 
AR    Friday, October 30, 2009    10am-4pm 

H&R Block Employees  
Hospital Foundation Fund Raiser 

 
Over the next two years, your local H&R Block 
Employees have committed to raising $10,000 
for updating and remodeling a room at the 
Baxter Regional Medical Center through the 
Adopt-a-Room program.  
 
Toward this goal, the employees will be hosting 
a Grand Garage Sale in October . If you have 
items you have been wanting to get rid of but 
they are too good to throw away yet  you don’t 
want the hassle and bother of doing a garage 
sale, please consider donating the items to this 
worthy cause. Small items can be dropped off at 
any Flippin or Mountain Home H&R Block office 
during business hours. For larger items, please 
call Theresa at the Plaza Center H&R Block 
Office (870)492-7000.  

 
Monetary donations are also graciously 
accepted and may be made directly to the H&R 
Block Employees Hospital Foundation Account 
at First National Bank and Trust. 

Duane Hada plein air demonstration 



We invite you to send organization 
news, articles, pictures, ideas, and/or 

suggestions to: 
 

Trout Capital News  
P.O. Box 238 

Cotter, AR  72626  
or e-mail  

TroutCapitalNews@yahoo.com 
Deadline for submissions is the Tuesday 
before the last full weekend of the month 

before the new issue. 
 

New Fire Hall Progress 
 
All the sheet rock has been hung and is being 
finished. Doors are being hung, baseboard has 
been made. The City Crew dug the ditch for the 
sewer line. Last month the water line was installed. 
Progress is being made. Stop by and see, the Hall 
is nearly finished 
 
 
Trout Capital News Sponsors 
 
The Trout Capital News is supported by 
commercial and individual sponsorship.  The paper 
is published monthly as funds allow. The mission of 
the Trout Capital News is to promote Cotter and 
report news of importance to Cotter citizens. If you 
enjoy Cotter's own paper, please consider being a 
sponsor. Contact Mo Mosley for more details 
(870)435-2019 or e-mail the paper at 
TroutCapitalNews@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coming Events  
 
Chamber of Commerce Meeting  
3rd Tuesday each month 
8 a.m. at Brass Door Restaurant  
 
Regular City Council Meeting   
4th Thursday each month 
6 p.m. at City Hall (Verify time at City Hall) 
 
Special City Council Workshop  
for Mayor Candidates 
Sept 17th 
Check with City Hall for location and time 
 
Lions Club 
2nd Monday each month 
6 p.m. at the VFW 
 
CACC Fundraiser: Hot Dogs and Brats 
Saturdays 11:30 am – 4 pm in the Park 

 
Dial "M" for Murder 
North Arkansas Youth Center benefit rehearsal 
Sept 3   (see article on page 2) 

 
CACC Business After Hours 
September 10 
5-6:30 pm at Simply Beautiful in Gassville 
 
Great Cotter Duck Race 
September 12 
Big Spring Park 
 
School Board Elections 
September 15 
Gassville Community Center 
 
2009 PIC Photography Contest Entries  
Deadline.   
October 16 
Contest open to everyone. Rules and entry 
forms available at White Mist of Cotter Gifts 
(870) 435-5966 
 
 


