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City Council Selects New Mayor!

Steven Raines was selected by the City Council at the September 24
meeting to fill the remaining term of Mayor elect David McNair. Mr. McNair
resigned in early September for health reasons. The selection process
lasted for four weeks and seven candidates were interviewed. Let us
congratulate and say Thank You to Peggy Hammack for her outstanding
handling of some difficult meetings under stressful conditions in between
mayors. The TCN pledges its support to the new Mayor and asks all
citizens to do the same. We are happy to see the "Mayor's Corner" back as
a regular feature of the paper (see page 7).

As of late, attendance at City Council meetings has been very good.
Citizens should continue the practice of attending meetings and taking
guestions and concerns to your council representative.




Prisoners work on the Fire House landscape. 10/2/2009

Generosity & Hard Work Builds
Firehouse

By Sue Whittington

The new Cotter Volunteer Fire
Department is nearing completion. An “Almost
Done” Open House will be held on Saturday,
October 24™, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. and the
entire community is invited. There will be food
and entertainment. We hope to have a big
turn-out for everyone to tour our new house.
From this new location, our response time to
calls should be substantially reduced enabling
us to better serve you.

The dream of a new firehouse for
Cotter has come to reality by the hundreds of
hours of hard work by our volunteers,
generosity of the community, and some good
luck and timing. We have built a state of the
art facility, which will serve Cotter, and area
residents for generations into the future not
only as a fire/rescue station but also as an
emergency disaster shelter. And we have
saved many thousands of dollars in building
expenses. The project began by our
volunteers spending weekends clearing the
property and selling firewood as a fund-raiser.
We raised about $7,000 selling firewood that
went directly to our building fund. Mark
Pinkston Excavating who did our excavation

loaned us his dozer for a week and the
Cotter/Gassville Sewer Commission loaned us
their backhoe during their off hours and also
their crew helped with removing big stumps.
To begin the building we received a
matching grant of $15,000 from Arkansas
Rural Development. Shannon Clements
Welding erected our manufactured steel
building and helped us to build a better
building through his expertise. Shannon also
made equipment available such as a scissor
lift at no charge to help us build the interior,
and got us contractor’s discounts for our
interior bay walls from All Steel in Gepp. With
the exception of plumbing, heating and
electrical which required State licensed
people, our volunteers donated their time to
do all of the interior work: framing, sheeting,
installing metal siding in the bays, drywall,
painting, flooring, lots of cleaning, and
anything else needed. Without work form
every member of our department, we would
not have been able to build the new station.
When we started framing, Contractor’s
Truss sold us our lumber at cost and donated
engineered I-beams for our center second
level floor. Jim Brown HVAC did the heat and
air work and also brought us a scissor lift to
use for high work. Swan’s Plumbing did all of
the plumbing and graciously worked with Star
Mechanical out of Springdale who sold us
everything at cost. (One of their salesmen has
a weekend home on the river) Guy Swan even
bought back any leftover materials. Mike Isom
and Mac Caradine (two more week-enders,
and Mac's wife, Julia, owns White Mist of
Cotter) came to the station one day and asked
what we needed. They work for a big
contractor in Memphis and had extra items
from some of their jobs and they also secured
some donations from some of their suppliers.
We gave them a list and they came back with
two shower stalls and controls; two toilets with
rings, seats, and supply lines; enough
commercial VCT tile to do all of our floors
along with the mastic to put it down; all of our
interior door handles; and a bathroom vanity!
We also had help from area merchants:
WalMart, Lowes, Marchant’s, National Supply,



and meals for some of our work days from
White Sands, McDonald’s and Pizza Hut. Lots
& lots of buckets of ice from Snappy Mart.

In addition to all of that, we've had
donations from individuals in the community of
a dishwasher, gas stove, gas dryer, metal
shelving, kitchen and bathroom sinks &
faucets, interior paint, televisions, a griddle
from Valley Fly-In, and some cash donations.
The Cotter VFD Auxiliary had the opportunity
to buy extremely high quality kitchen
appliances and furniture for our day room for
pennies on the dollar from fire salvage from
the White River Inn. Vern Wells, a master
cabinetmaker, is donating his time and making
materials available at cost for our kitchen
cabinets.

We also had tremendous cooperation
and help from Ronnie Smith, Richard Weaver
and the rest of the city crew who installed our
sewer and water lines, dug the trench for
electric and the hole to support our new
repeater tower. Chris Bishop also helped
tremendously by working closely with Chief
Whit on all of the financials including finding a
low interest construction loan with First
Security Bank.

In addition to all the above, we have
worked closely with our County OEM to place
the new tower in front of the station that is now
our Midway Repeater (a radio tower that
connects with 911 for all of our page-outs). At
the old location of the repeater,
communications were often very static or just
blocked out, and this has now been resolved.
As a result of locating the repeater on our site,
we received a large generator from the county
to keep the repeater working during power
failures, but it is also large enough to run all of
the critical systems in our station enabling us
to serve as a disaster shelter. It's a win-win
situation for the County and Cotter!

To date we have raised approximately
$160,000 through fund-raisers and budget
carry-overs, and we have borrowed $100,000
that we will work to pay back over the next five
years. We're having an “Almost Done Open
House” because there are still projects that
will need to be done as we can raise more

money, These items include concrete work for
the approaches and drives, a flag pole, metal
siding for the interior wall of the last bay,
landscaping, parking lot paving, a future
bunkhouse and storage facility for shelter and
other gear on the upper level, and a few other
projects. We are going to write another grant
application for some of the concrete work.
(Keep you fingers crossed!) And there are still
some items that we need like folding or
stackable chairs for our training room, a
washing machine, a stereo system for our day
room, extra speakers for the bays, a dvd
player, trophy (display) case.

We have been very blessed to have
such a giving community and to have the
talents and dedication of our firefighters.
Please come out and join us on October 24™
as we celebrate this major contribution to our
community.

(

Mystery of the Foggy Spring

A Halloween Story
by Theresa Mosley

Last November the Trout Capital News was
contacted with information about a mysterious
occurrence on Halloween night. To this day no
explanation has been uncovered. We will
share the information as it was given. No
names will be revealed in order to protect the
privacy of those involved.

"We went down to the park after the
Halloween party. We go down there a lot after
the park is closed because its quiet and we
can talk." reported a Cotter teenager. "There
were five of us. The two girls and us three."
"And we weren't drinking!" added a blond
haired girl of about sixteen as if to protest
before the suggestion was made. "Right, we



were just talking and joking around”,
continued the self-elected spokesman. "We
were sitting on the hill around the spring. We
like to sit there so we can see if anyone's
coming and we can duck down if it looks like a
cop. Anyway, the fog coming up off the spring
seemed to have a weird glow. We thought it
was headlights reflecting off the fog like it
usually does, but no cars were coming." "And
there wasn't anyone with a flash light", added
a dark haired heavy set boy of about
seventeen. "Well, we duck down as usual and
looked for the source of the light when we
realized it was the fog that was glowing on its
own." "It looked like people in the fog!" added
the visibly shaken blond girl. "Yeah, it looked
like people. The guys and | thought it was
probably some of the other guys from the
party who followed us and were trying to scare
us, playing with light and making their
shadows from down the spring a little ways.
So we split up. Rick (not his real name) was to
go down one side of the spring and | would
go down the other side and come up behind
them. Well, we snuck on down and met each
other at the walking bridge." "There wasn't
anyone there! No one!" added the heavy set
boy. The third boy was assigned to stay with
the girls who were "freaking out". "It didn't look
like shadows," added the blond girl, "It was the
opposite. The figures were bright not dark.
They looked like they were walking down the

Tubbie

The Rainbow Trout

spring." "Yeah, right", agreed the spokesman.
"And while Rick and | were at the bridge, we
could see them coming. They looked like they
were marching, well not like a marching band,
more like... like trudging.” "Yeah, they looked
sad", added the heavy set boy. They all
nodded their heads in agreement. "They kept
coming toward us and when they were almost
at the bridge, its like they just faded away.
Rick and I went further down the spring and
back to the park. There was no one." "And
nobody came up into the park either and
nobody was around the Trout Dock either",
added the third and youngest of the boys. "I
never believed in ghosts before, but | do now",
confessed the heavy set boy. "If it was a trick,
I'd like to know how they did it," added the first
boy. "We've been talking, none of us are
sleeping very well. | won't be going down to
the park at night anymore", added the second
girl, a sentiment echoed by the others.

If you know anything about this event and
would like to share please contact the Trout
Capital News (email address on back page). If
you have seen anything ghostly at the spring
or anywhere else in Cotter, we would like to
hear your story.
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City Council Notes /

by Mo Mosley /

The main topic and output of the September
24, 2009 meeting was the decision regarding
a new mayor for the City. After roll call and the
pledge of allegiance, Acting Mayor Peggy
Hammack directed that the process of
selecting the new mayor should begin. Denis
Dunderdale asked to speak and announced
he was withdrawing his name from
consideration for the job. The council then
adjourned to executive session for their
decision making. Councilman George Peters
did not take part in the meeting as his wife
was a candidate. When the council returned
to the chamber the announcement was made
that resort owner Steven Raines had been
selected. Mr. Raines was later sworn in by
Baxter County Justice of the Peace Leon
Alexander. There had been seven Cotter
residents interested in the job of mayor during
the last month of activity. The TCN pledges
our support to the new Mayor and ask all
citizens to come together with a proper
attitude real support and help get our town
headed where it needs to be.

Next on the agenda was discussion of
operating millage for the city in the net tax
year. Presently the City receives 4 mills of tax
and the Volunteer Fire Department receives 5
Mills. There was discussion about reversing
the numbers, but it was decided to table the
matter and resolve it at a Work Shop on
9/30/09 at 5PM in City Hall.

Deb Petersen President of the Saturday Club
announced that funds for a Stone Arch for the
entrance to Big Spring Park had been donated
to the city by the family of long time resident
and outstanding citizen Clyde Collins. The
arch will be made of all Arkansas stone and
will be as suggested by the 2025 project. The
project will begin soon.

Food and Coat Drive

The Saturday Club of Cotter
announces they will be collecting
food and winter coats through the
month of November.

Non-perishable foods will be
collected for the North Arkansas
Food Pantry serving our
communities.

Gently used and new Winter Coats
are collected each year for the
children of the Cotter Schools.
Children and Adult sizes are needed.

Donations may be dropped off at
City Hall.

If you have any questions, please
call Colleen Hancock at 435-6486.




Chamber Chatter
by Mo Mosley
'_‘-v‘y“—
The September Meeting of the CACC was
held at the Spring House on September 9,
2009 at 8 AM. The meeting was held at the
Spring House because the leak in the ceiling
at the Brass Door was still under repair.

The carpet was laid at the Spring House
Chamber Office and was opened for business
on Thursday 8 September 2009 after a long
struggle of refurbishing. All the work done on
this project is appreciated and the results are
a nice office and a respectable facility for the
people of Cotter to use and enjoy. The officers
and Board say “THANKS” to all who worked
on this job. There is still some small jobs to be
completed touch up paint, finishing the
brochure rack. HIP!! HIP!! HOORAY!!!

The new 50/50 game at each CACC General
meeting was proposed by Debbie Gamble,
and seems to be getting most peoples
approval. The profits will be used to buy
coffee, etc. for meetings and the “OFFICE”.
Good job Debbie G.

We have a Nominating Committee in place
and working and we will have a slate of
officers ready for election at the next meeting.
Sheriff John Montgomery was in attendance at
the meeting, and made everyone aware of a
special gathering at the Sheriff's Department
on Sept 24, 2009. It was held in the area
between the Sheriff’s office and the jail. There
was food and tours of all the facilities for those
who came. Sheriff Montgomery takes great
pride in all of his people and the facilities
provided for them to do their work in. It was a
good opportunity to look the Department over
and to express appreciation for the work they
do.

Cotter News Sought

The Trout Capital News Association
encourages all businesses, citizens, churches,
and organizations in the greater Cotter area to
submit articles and notices to the Trout Capital
News, which normally is published monthly.
Please see the contact information on the
back page.

We also welcome short stories and photos of
experiences of growing up in the area or
related to the history of Cotter.

As always, we are looking for sponsors and
advertisers to help with printing costs. Private
sponsor donations of any amount are
appreciated.

A business card advertisement can be
included in one issue of the newsletter for only
$10, or in twelve issues for $100. Quarter-
page ads are $25 per issue or $250 per year;
half-page ads are $50 per issue or $500 per
year; and whole-page ads are $100 per issue
or $1000 per year. Ads may be changed
throughout the year at no additional charge.

The paper also accepts “For Sale” ads:

$5 buys you up to five column lines in one
issue. Longer ads of six to ten column lines
cost $10 per issue.

All articles and advertisements must be
received by 4:30 p.m. on the last Tuesday
before the last full weekend of each month.
See the back page for all addresses.

NOTICE
Due to financial restraints the Trout Capital
News will be published every six weeks
beginning with this issue. We feel the TCN
is important to the City of Cotter and will
strive to keep it in publication.




Mayor's Corner
Steven Raines

Thursday, Oct 8 2009

Hello All!

Well it's been almost two weeks now, and no
one has kicked me out yet! Everyone has
been so helpful and patient in getting me up to
speed -- | really appreciate it.

| first want to express my gratitude to the
Council for appointing me interim mayor for
our city. We definitely have some hurdles
ahead, but with your help and that of the
Council, | believe we can go a long way
towards getting Cotter on track for the future.

I’'m very excited about the Cotter Volunteer
Fire Department Dedication & Open House.
So much effort has gone into giving Cotter a
state-of-the-art facility to handle our town’s
needs now and in the future. Without the hard
work of Chief Whittington and his crew, this
would never have become a reality. | hope
you can show up and be part of the
ceremony.

You've probably read in the Baxter Bulletin
about the work beginning on the Youth
Center. It's going to take some time to get
things remedied, but I'm confident we’ll be
able to get the building back up to snuff and
re-open it for the kids. Special thanks goes
out the Carolyn Gill and Gary Flippin and all
the volunteers from the Youth Center for
staying on top of the problems and getting a
workable solution in order.

Our Police Department has been working
hard. Some of the highlights last month were
escorting a funeral, assisting Baxter County in
an apprehension, and taking their firearms
qualifications (there might be some
competition there...)

: Made 22 traffic stops

: Handled 43 complaints

: Carried out 13 Criminal investigations

. Issued 31 Arrest/Citations

Thank you! We really appreciate your work in
keeping our town safe.

Ronnie and his guys have been working hard
also; repairing water leaks, mowing, cleaning
some ditches, weed eating, etc. They're here
one minute, over there the next — Man, these
guys are all over town! All this and down a
man, too! Get well soon, Richard; our thoughts
and prayers are with you.

More Next Month...
Steve Raines

Mayor of Cotter
Trout Capital USA

John K Carr Realty
has moved to
Bridgeport Plaza/Hwy 62 East,
63 Orange Lane, Suite 1,
Mountain Home
870-492-6363

"Stop by any time and say 'Hello!™




Coming Events

Chamber of Commerce Meeting
3'Y Tuesday each month
8 a.m. at Brass Door Restaurant

Regular City Council Meeting
4™ Thursday each month
6 p.m. at City Hall (Verify time at City Hall)

Lions Club
2nd Monday each month
6 p.m. at the VFW

CACC Business After Hours
October 22 5 pm - 6:30 pm
Hopkinswoode Bed and Breakfast

We are excited to announce the opening of
the new

Cotter Fire House

950 Harding Blvd.

Cotter, Arkansas

Open House

Saturday, October 24th
1p.m.to4p.m.
2 p.m. Dedication

There will be Food! Entertainment!! Tours!!!
Come Celebrate and meet the volunteers
"Improving the quality of life in our community,
24/7, 365 days a year"

This newsletter is published monthly by the
Trout Capital News Association and focuses
on organized activities. It is printed by H&S
Printing. It is also published electronically at
www.troutcapitalnews.com. The paper is
published monthly, or as often as cash flow
allows. Circulation: 400.

The mission of the new Trout Capital News is
to promote Cotter and report news of
importance to Cotter citizens. We invite all of
you to send news, articles, pictures, ideas,
and/or suggestions to the Trout Capital News
at P.O. Box 238, Cotter, AR 72626 or e-malil
the editor or publisher at the addresses
below. The editorial deadline is 4:30 p.m. on
the last Tuesday before the last full weekend
of each month. Donations to the paper are
welcome.

You may also contact any association
member with news:

Publishers: Mo and Theresa Mosley
Online editor: Judy Sharp

Trout Capital News Association
P.O. Box 238, Cotter, AR, 72626.

troutcapitalnews@yahoo.com




